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Tons of food sent 
to blast victims 


By Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — The Diocese of San Diego, through 
the Self Help and Resource Exchange (SHARE), 
delivered 95 tons of food to Mexico City Nov. 25 to aid 
victims of the gas explosion there. 

Msgr. Rudolph Galindo, pastor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church in Calexico, represented Bishop 
Maher and the Diocese of San Diego and presented the 
food to Bishop Manuel Perez Gil Gonzalez, of the Diocese 
of Tlalnepantla, which includes the area where the 
explosion occurred. 


OTHERS WHO journeyed to Mexico City to deliver 
the $200,000 worth of food included Jesuit Father Jaime 
Rasura, of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in San Diego; 
Deacon Carl Shelton, SHARE’s director; Shelton’s son, 
Steve; Alisa Sebatini, SHARE’s coordinator for Mexico 
and Imperial counties; and David Pierce, SHARE’s 
media director. 

The food was airlifted on a 747 jet, the use of which was 
donated by American Airlines. 

The airlift operation was coordinated in about 48 
hours, Pierce said. American Airlines contacted SHARE 
Novy. 21 to say a plane was available to transport food to 
Mexico’s disaster victims, he said. The three pilots and 
American Airline’s personnel who loaded the plane all 
volunteered their time, he explained, noting the airlift’s 
cost was about $150,000. 

PIERCE SAID the commodities came ‘from three 
sources. Thirty-five thousand pounds of canned food was 
donated by the + PS ies te 


hi . Powdered 
by ‘‘Food for Peace,”’ a U.S, government program which 
provides food for citizens of foreign countries. Beans, 
rice, flour and other staples were taken from SHARE’s 
warehouse reserves, Pierce said, adding that the donation 
will not deprive anyone here of food from SHARE. 

Msgr. Galindo said Bishop Perez Gil had 27 trucks 
ready to deliver the food to San Juanico, the barrio where 
the disaster happened. The commodities were stored in 
churches, parish halls and a seminary, Msgr. Galindo 
added. 

When the American Airlines jet arrived at Mexico 
City’s airport, Mexican government officials tried to 
“‘intimidate’’ Bishop Perez Gil, saying they could ‘‘ ‘take 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe 


Cardinal to preside Dec. 9 


SAN DIEGO — More than 3,000 
people are expected to participate in the 
third annual diocesan celebration Dec. 9 
for Our Lady of Guadalupe. The feast 
marks an important multi-cultural event 


through downtown San Diego to the 
Community Concourse 


A concelebrated Mass will be offered at 
2 p.m. in the Community Concourse’s 
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OUR LADY — As the Dec. 12 feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe approaches, preparations are intensifying for 
the Dec. 9 diocesan observance (see Story, this page). The chapel pictured above is at St: Leo’s Mission in Solana 
Beach. The entire chapel was made with stones and cement; the stones came from the old Basilica of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe in Mexico City. The antique painting, which was owned by Bishop Charles Buddy (founding bishop 
of San Diego), was restored by experts, said Eudist Father Robert Boutet, pastor of St, Leo’s Mission. 


Agca threatened 
by Soviets, he says 


ANKARA, Turkey (NC) — Mehmet 
Ali Agca, the Turk serving a life sentence 
in Italy for the 1981 shooting of Pope 
John. Paul II, claims he has been 
threatened: recently by the Soviet and 
Bulgarian: secret. police, the Turkish 


in the Roman Catholic faith, honoring 
the patroness of Mexico and the 
Americas. 


Bishop Leo T. Maher has invited 
Sebastiano Cardinal Baggio, president of 
the Pontifical Commission for the 
Administration of the Watican, to the 
celebration. ‘‘I invited Cardinal Baggio 
because of his great love and affection for 
Hispanic people,’’? Bishop. Maher said. 
“Cardinal Baggio served for years in 
Central America and has a great interest 
in Mexico...his entire life has 
focused on Hispanics,’’ he added. 


CARDINAL BAGGIO, Bishop Maher 
and Auxiliary Bishop Guibert Chavez will 
lead a procession of parochial and 
diocesan groups in colorful costumes, 
along with floats, bands and mariachis. 


The procession will begin at Our Lady of 


Guadalupe Church at noon and will move 


been. 


Golden Hall. Cardinal Baggio will be the 
principal celebrant of the Mass. Bishop 
Emilio Berlie, of the Diocese of Tijuana, 
other visiting prelates and the priests of 
‘the San Diego diocese will also attend. 


A reception and banquet will be held 
that evening at 6 at the Sheraton Harbor 
Island East. Entertainment will be 
provided by the Ballet Folklorico de 
Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe under the 


direcuon of Josefina Romero, and the 


local Ballet Folklorico Tradicion 
Mexicana. i 


CARDINAL BAGGIO is scheduled to 
present certificates of appreciation to 
parish leaders of Guadalupano societies 
on behalf of the Diocese of San Diego at 
the reception. : 


The public is invited to participate in 
all activities. For more information, call 


574-6300. . 


Cardinal Baggio 


EL CAJON — The mothers of two 
diocesan priests died during November. 
Eileen Dolan, mother of Father Larry 
Dolan, pastor of the Church of the 
Resurrection in Escondido, died Nov. 12. 
‘Mrs. Dolan was 76 and had recently been 
in failing health. She resided at Nazareth 
Retirement Home at the time of her 
death. She’ is survived by her husband, 
Patrick, and their only child, Father 
Dolan. Patricia Irene Orsborn, mother of 
Father Bruce Orsborn, associate pastor of 
St. Charles Church in Imperial Beach, 
died Noy. 22 at age 53. Mrs. Orsborn is 
survived by her parents, her two brothers 
and one sister, her husband James and by 
her four sons and one daughter. ~ 


newspaper Hurriyet reported Nov. 29. 


But he’ said he would continue «to 
cooperate with Italian investigators. 


THE NEWSPAPER published a 
letter, dated Nov. 15, in which Agea said 
the threats were 
“campaign of moral aggression’’ against 
him by Soviet and Bulgarian newspapers. 

““The threats of the KGB and _ its 
followers cannot turn me back from the 
right way,’’ Agca wrote. 


In the letter, Agca promised to work 
with investigators and vowed to give a full 
account of the shooting in what he said 
would be “‘the trial of the century.’’ Agca 
referred to the expected trial next year of 
four other Turks and three Bulgarians 
whom Agca has implicated in an alleged 
plot to assassinate Pope John Paul II. 

MOST OF the case against those 


accused in the alleged plot is based on 
testimony given by Agca 


in addition to a 
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Briefs 


ETHICIST HIRED — The Catholic 
Health Association has appointed its first staff 
ethicist. Laurence J. O’Connell, associate 
professor of theological studies at St. Louis 
University, will advise CHA on the growing 
number of theological and- ethical issues 
confronting Catholic Health Care. O’Connor 
holds doctoral degrees in theology and 
religious studies from the Catholic University 
of Louvain, Belgium. 


WHITE NO MORE — The White Fathers 
have changed their name to the Missionaries 
of Africa, according to an announcement by 
Father John Heigl, head of the order’s U.S. 
province. Father Heigl said the society’s 
provincial council decided on the name change 
in the United States because of the racial 
overtones associated with the term White 
Father, the numbers of Africans entering the 
order and the decreasing use of the traditional 
white habit. 


START EARLY — Parents can help their 
children by developing a Catholic sexual 
morality in them early in life, according to two 
family life educators in the Diocese of Orange. 


Dr. Paul Selecky and his wife, Andrea, 
directors for family life education in the 
Orange diocese, told the Tidings, newspaper 
of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the 
Diocese of Orange, that parents should start 
an open dialogue about sensitive subjects at an 
early age. 


ETHIOPIAN RESPONSE — A 
“dramatic response’’ to famine in Africa is 
needed from the European Economic 
Community, particularly since Europe has a 
surplus of food, said British Cardinal Basil 
Hume, president of the Council of European 
Bishops’ Conference. 


ALCALA PARK — The diocesan 
Peace and Justice Commission is offering 
an opportunity to review and duscuss the 
‘first draft of the U.S. bishops’ pastoral 
letter on the economy. The meeting will 
feature Jesuit Father Manuel Velasquez, 
whose doctorate is in economics. He 
is chairman of philosophy at the 
University of California, Santa Clara. A 
discussion on how to give input on the 
document to the bishops will follow 
Father Velasquez’s talk. The meeting is 
set for Dec. 8 from 10 a.m. to noon in 
room 206A of the Manchester Conference 
Center at the University of San Diego. 
For more information, call the Peace and 
Justice Commission at 231-2828. 


Abdvent-Christmas Music Series 1984 


ST. BRIGID'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 


4735 Cass Street, San Diego 


Sunday, Becember Ith 


4:00p.m. 


A Program.of Handbell Music by The 
Knights of the Bell Table, the Handbell 
Choir of St. Genevieve Catholic Church, 

_ Panorama City, California. 
Frank St. Denis, Director. 


THE REV. MSGR. SEAN MURRAY, PASTOR 
THE REV. DAVID CROISETIERE, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
JERRY R. WITT, ORGANIST AND .CHOIRMASTER 


Reaching out 


and New Mexico combined. 


Christmas, with a gift. 


TO: 


P.O. Box 11011 
San Diego, CA 92111 
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xe7 The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 


Still the Wandering Tribes 


In a way, the story of Christmas is the story of the nomadic culture 
from which Jesus sprang. The wandering tribes of old fill the Old 
Testament with their testimony. The wandering nomads of today still 
populate much of Africa and the Middle East. 

We have recently seen vividly on our television screens the suffering 
and starvation among the nomads of Ethiopia, where children and their 
parents were literally dying before the camera lens. South of Ethiopia to 
Kenya there are some six million nomads, and after nearly 2000 years 
very few of them have heard of Jesus, or Christmas. 

Thanks to the valiant and heroic efforts of the Comboni Fathers and 
the Mill Hill Fathers Christ’s message is gradually reaching these 
nomadic people. But the vineyard is huge and the workers are few. There 
are only 300 priests, sisters and brothers working among these millions of 
nomads. Their “‘diocese’’ is as large as California, Arizona, Washington 


Nomads are by nature conservative and suspicious of outsiders. They 
do not welcome intrusions into their lives. But gradually the missionaries 
have gained their trust and are able to teach and work among them, 
living in tents or sleeping in their vehicles. 

Perhaps many of the current ills of Africa have been caused in part by 
corraling people in urban areas or tying them down to particular pieces of 
farmland, far removed from their time honored nomadic ways which 

_ neither raped the soil nor ruined the vegetation. They have been rushed 
from the stone age to the atomic and computer age in about five minutes. 

The missionaries do their best with things as they are. They are having 
some success in bringing Christ to the wanderers. Our “civilized” 
urbanized ways are not necessarily for all. But Christ’s message is for all 
— and the missionaries of northeastern Africa are slowly getting it 
through to the tribes. Let us join them in their efforts, particularly at 


Rev. Anthony Chylewski, Mission Office 


with Deacon Michael Newman 


Here is my gift for God’s work in the missions: $........ 


ADDRESS 
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FAE’S MOTHER — Baby Fae’s mother 
said the Lord helped her through the 12 days 
leading up to the historic surgery in which a 
baboon’s heart was implanted in her newborn 
daughter. ‘‘The Lord helped me with my 
prayers,’’ the 23-year-old mother, identified 
only as Teresa told People magazine. Teresa, 
who said she is Catholic, is an unemployed, 
unmarried woman who moved to Barstow 
from her home in Allen, Kan. 


‘STRANGLED’ — Polish authorities say 
that pro-Solidarity priest Father Jerzy 
Popieluszko was strangled and that he was 
dead when he was thrown into a reservoir on 
the Vistula River after his kidnapping Oct. 19. 
A government spokesman said the autopsy on 
the 37-year-old priest’s body showed that 
although he was badly bruised, those injuries 
“‘don’t cause death.”’ 


POPE CONCLUDES — Pope John Paul 
If concluded a five-month ‘‘reading’’ of the 
encyclical Humanae Vitae (Of Human Life) Nov. 
28 and announced the end of a series of talks 
on married love which he began in 1979. The 
aim of the talks, the pope told several thousand 
people gathered in Paul VI auditorium, was 
above all ‘‘to face the questions raised by the 
encyclical Humanae Vitae, especially in the area 
of theology.’’ The 1968 encyclical by Pope 
Paul VI spelled out Church teaching against 
artificial birth control. 


BENEFIT MUSIC — Eleven-year-old violinist Cheryl Norman and 


# Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Thursday, Dec. 6, Camarillo, St. John’s 
Seminary, meeting of bishops. 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 2 p.m., San Diego, 

groundbreaking of Noah Homes. 
. Sunday, Dec. 9, Guadalupe celebration. 
Noon, procession starting at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church; 2 p.m., Mass at Golden 
Hall, Community Concourse; 6 p.m., dinner 
at Sheraton Harbor Island East. 

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m., San Diego, 
Inter-Continental Hotel, dinner to benefit St. 
Vincent de Paul Center, honoring Bishop Leo 
T. Maher on his 15th anniversary as Bishop of 
San Diego. 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 

Friday, Dec. 7, 1:30 p.m., personnel board 
meeting. 

Sunday, Dec. 9, 2 p.m., San Diego, 
community concourse, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Mass. 

Monday, Dec. 10-12, Calexico, Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church, tridium. 


Releiene Coens 


photo by James Carr 
pianist Peter 


Martocchio played Csardas by V. Monti at a benefit concert that raised more than 
$10,000 for St. Madeleine Sophie's Training Center for retarded adults. Several 
priests of the diocese and one Religious performed Nov. 30 at the Town and Country 
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Therese Church. 


SILVA, Manuel Husband of Mary J. Silva; father of Manuel and 
John Silva, Lorraine Lewis, Dorothy Pringle; brother of Mary Severiano, 


ANDRICK, Grant E. Husband of Margaret Andrick; father of 
Florence Helms and John Riehl Jr.; brother of Albert L. Andrick and 
Irene Knutsen; three grandchildren. Funeral Mass: November 17 at St. 


Goodbody Mortuary 
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EH} Julia Virissimo, Elizia Correa and Phyllis Sequeira; 13 grandchildren; 

at five great-grandchildren. Funeral Mass: November 28 at St. Agnes Sue 
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Martin of Tours Church. 


BOULEVARD CHAPEL 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 
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William P. Mahedy Jr., Thomas and John Mahedy , Mary M. Shier; 
seven grandchildren. Funeral Mass: November 29 at St. Patricks Church. 


VIRISSIMO, Virginia L. Wife of Richard N. Virissimo; mother of 
Debra Lewis, Richard, Rebecca, Jeffrey, Daniel and Jennifer Virissimo; 
sister of Judy Fluhrer; daughter of Melba Stewart; step-daughter of Dr. 
Calvin Stewart; three grandchildren. Funeral Mass: November 30 at St. 
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Hundreds attend local 
charismatic conference 


By Susan Nowak 


SAN DIEGO — A call for a return to the basics 
recurred throughout the 1984 Catholic Charismatic 
Conference held Nov. 30-Dec. 2 at the Convention and 
Performing Arts Center. 


Nearly 2,000 persons attended the event, sponsored by 
the Diocesan Charismatic Renewal Center. 


A CATHOLIC LAYMAN challenged participants-to 
accept the cross of Christ and a Sister spoke about the role 
of Mary in the Church. 


“*The reality of the cross of Jesus Christ in our lives is 
becoming more and.more apparent and this is what Jesus 
has called us to. This is what we can expect. He’s told us 
that this is part of responding to His call to holiness,”’ said 
Bobbie Cavnar, a retired Air Force colonel and a member 
of the Advisory Committee for the National Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal. 


Lay people can do many things to pursue holiness, 
Cavnar said. ‘‘We can spend time praying every day, and 
I don’t mean talking all the time....We can spend time 
studying the scripture every day and there are so many 
scripture helps today that I could teach a three- or four- 
hour course on all the things that are available for 
Catholics to study with.”’ 


‘WE CAN spend time sharing our lives with brothers 
and sisters and opening ourselves up to them and letting 
them open themselves up to us so that we can become 
really good friends,’’ Cavnar continued. - 


“‘We can receive the Eucharist and I recommend you 
receive it every day from now on, recognizing that’s 
almost an impossibility. Receive it for at least 30 days 
consecutively at whatever cost the sacrifice is. Receive it 
properly, where you’re at peace and you’re reconciled 
with those that you’ve been angry with and had hatred 
and resentment for,’’ he said. 


‘‘As we do that, brothers and sisters, our lives will 
change and we’ll never be the same again,’’ Cavnar 
added. 


SISTER BRIEGE McKenna, OSC, spoke about the 
changes in her life wrought by appealing to the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


“T’m not a Marian theologian, but I love her,’’ Sister 
Briege said. The image of the Madonna — Mary with the 
Child Jesus, and the image of the Pieta — Mary with the 
crucified Christ, are both examples of Mary’s care for 
humankind. 


‘She helps us into life (on earth) and into life eternal,’ 
Sister Briege said. 

‘*MARY IS the prophecy of the perfect woman... Mary 
came to serve. The great heroes of the Christian life had 
to have this quality,’’ she noted. 


The mundane roles in life are just as lofty as any other, 
she said. She thinks she served the Lord ‘‘just as 
powerfully’’ as a cook for her Religious order as she does 
now as a healer and speaker at conventions. 


Catholics do not worship Mary, but do ask for her 
intercession, Sister McKenna said. For a time-in the 
Church, people may have gone to Mary too much, the 
Sister admitted, but Mary leads the prayerful back to 
Christ. 

Mary transmitted the living God to the world, and all 
Christians have a capacity to do the same in some 
manner, because...‘‘We are the Marys of today.”’ 


photo by Larry Plaster 


REIGN IN OUR HEARTS — Sister Briege McKenna, OSC, leads a praise rally during the 1984 Catholic 
Charismatic Conference held Nov. 30-Dec. 2 at the Convention and Performing Arts Center. Nearly 2,000 persons 
attended the conference, “Come Lord Jesus, Reign in Our Hearts.” It was sponsored: by the Diocesan 
Charismatic Renewal Center. Bishop Leo T. Maher was main celebrant of the closing Mass. 


Slain USD student mourned by community 


FLETCHER HILLS — A murdered 22-year-old 
University of San Diego student was mourned by 
students at her school and by parishioners of her church, 
Our Lady of Grace in El Cajon. 


The body of Anne Catherine Swanke of San Carlos was 
found by a hiker in Spring Valley Nov. 24. Authorities 
say she died of a hemorrhage caused by deep cuts in her 
neck. 


MISS SWANKE was last seen alive in the early 
morning hours of Nov. 20. She attended a meeting at 
USD and then visited her boyfriend. At about 2 a.m. she 
was seen walking with a can of gasoline toward her car, 
which apparently had run out of gas near Parkway and 
Jackson drives. 


La Mesa Police had not taken a suspect into custody at 
the time Southern Cross went to press. 


Meanwhile, those who knew Miss Swanke remembered 
her at local services. Founder’s Hall Chapel was filled for 
a Nov. 26 memorial Mass offered for her. The main 
concelebrant and homilist was Father Owen Mullen, 
associate chaplain for campus ministry. 

A WELL-ATTENDED rosary was recited Nov. 27 at 


Our Lady of Grace Ghurch. The Noy. 28 Mass of the: 


Resurrection for Miss Swanke was held at the same 
church. Over 30 priests concelebrated the Mass, Msgr. J. 
Raymond Moore, pastor of St. John of the Cross parish 
in Lemon Grove, said. 

He was inspired by Anne’s family and their strength 
through the public ordeal. ‘“They’re very solid in the 
faith,’’ Msgr. Moore said. It is clear that their faith 
sustained them throughout, he added. 

John Swanke is Anne’s father and a_ philosophy 
professor at USD. 


photo by Susan Nowak 


HALL DEDICATED — Harmon Hall, the new center for the University of San Diego’s School of Education, was 
formally dedicated Nov. 30. Harmon Hall used to house the school of business administration. The building was 
remodeled during the past year with a $500,000 gift from Ray and Lu Harmon. Pictured above at the dedication 
ceremony are Dr. Author E. Hughes, USD president; Bishop Leo T. Maher and the Harmons. 


ANNE IS also survived by her mother, Kathleen, three 
brothers and two sisters. 


“‘We take great consolation in knowing that she is at 
rest,’” Mr. Swanke said in a written statement issued 
through USD. 

‘*From what we have been told, we believe that Anne 
died defending her integrity. She preferred death to 
degradation. That is hard for those of us who are left to 
mourn, but I hope it is an example to all — especially the 
young. I hope that everyone who knew Anne learns that 
virtue and integrity are needed for happiness and peace,”’ 
he continued. 

MISS SWANKE was a senior at USD, majoring in 
French and music. She had earned a 3.7 grade point 
average on a 4.0 scale. She was within weeks of her 
graduation and had planned to go through the graduation 
ceremony in May, the USD registrar’s office said. 


She had hoped to be an opera singer, her father said in 
his statement. He has asked that memorial contributions 
be made to the Anne C. Swanke Memorial Fund at USD 
that will help women who want to study music and voice. 
Over $2,500 had been donated to the fund as of Dec. 1, a 
USD public relations spokesman said. 


Ecumenical prayer meal 
will be a ‘sturdy tradition’ 


By Susan Nowak 


MISSION VALLEY — Predicting that an annual 
Advent Prayer Breakfast will become a ‘“‘sturdy 
tradition’’ in San Diego, the president of the San Diego 
Ecumenical Conference welcomed hundreds of Christians 
to the Nov. 29 event. 


“Our unity is that we are grafted into Christ,’’ the 
Rev. James Carroll, the president said. The prayer 
breakfast is the only time ‘‘the ecumenical community”’ 
gathers on such a large scale, he added. 


CATHOLIC PARTICIPATION in the event was 
evident. Father Richard F. Duncanson, chairman of the 
diocesan Ecumenical Commission, led the group in an 
advent prayer. Father Michael Smith, an associate at 
Sacred Heart Church, Coronado, was on the worship and 
celebration committee for the breakfast and led 
community singing. 

Churches that purchased entire tables for parishioners 
included Our Lady of Grace Church, El Cajon, Mission 
San Diego de Alcala and Sacred Heart Church, 
Coronado. 

Steve Garvey was the originally scheduled guest 
speaker, but he had to cancel. Instead of a speech, a one- 
man dramatic presentation called ‘‘A Visit from Isaiah’’ 
was given by the Rev. Howard Brown, pastor of Trinity 
United Methodist Church. 

ONE OF the goais of the breakfast is ‘‘to move you into 
this high and holy season,’’ said the Rev. Faith Conklin, 
superintendent of the United Methodist District. As a 
means to that end, soprano Evelyn Steppe performed two 
songs. Mrs. Steppe is a member of Chollas View United 
Methodist Church. 


Next year’s breakfast is already being planned for 
Dec. 4 at the First United Methodist Church’of Mission 
Valley. 


Information on the 1985 breakfast is available from the 
sponsors, the San Diego Ecumenical Conference, at 
296-4557. 


December 6, 1984, Southern Cross — 3 


i irae ee 


By Father Louis 
Copestake 


Viva Nuestra Sefiora 


As the feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe approaches, I have 
been thnking of a common thread which connects Mary’s ap- 
pearances. Our Lady of Guadalupe, of Lourdes, and of Fatima 
were all apparitions to people who were “lowly,” to use the bible’s 
wording. 

Those to whom Mary appeared at these various spots were all 
oppressed by poverty and far removed from the “beautiful 
people’’of their day. They were members of that vast class of 
persons known as peasants, on whose backs rested the super- 
structure of the more privileged classes. 


Perhaps those person were gifted with an apparition of Mary 
because she felt more at home with her own kind. Today she is 
honored with the title of ‘“‘Queen,” but during her years on earth 
her outward life was not too regal at all. While we have few 
explicit details of that life, scholars of the scriptures have pieced 
together a portrait of poverty and powerlessness that makes 
Mary’s faith response all the more exquisite. 


Scripture tells us ““The Lord hears the cry of the poor,” and also 
“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.’’ Mary was both poor 
and brokenhearted. So were those people to whom she appeared at 
Lourdes, at Fatima and at Guadalupe. 


In honoring Our Lady of Guadalupe, we should be saying that ~ 
WE hear the cry of the poor, and that we are close to the 
brokenhearted. Otherwise, the celebration is a mockery. While we 
are close to the poor in so many relevant and helpful ways in our 
diocese, our solidarity with them can always be strengthened and 
purified. 


The poor and the powerless are always endangered, yet I think 
that the recent presidential election struck an especially ominous 
tone. I heard this tone clearly in the way in which the poor are 
now being blamed for being poor. Apparently, I was not alone in 
my perception. 


In a typically insightful article, Ellen Goodman wrote in the El 
Cajon Daily Californian recently that the last election changed 
the labels which we affix to the rich and the poor. According to 
Ms. Goodman, the rich have now become ‘“‘winners.’’ Of course, 
the poor are now translated as “‘losers.”” Ms. Goodman notes that 
‘Sn our policital dictionary, a victim is blameless while a loser can ‘ 
only blame himself. We may ask the government to lend a hand to 
victims, but not to waste handouts on losers.” 


Goodman then drives her point home by giving a list of some 
people who are now “‘losers’’according to the new vocabulary: a 
loser is an elderly person who did not put away enough for a 
comfortable old age; a loser is a single mother who cannot succeed 
without child care or job skills; a loser is a black who cannot make 
it into the middle class without a government program. 


Unfortunately, I agree with Goodman’s assessment of the signs 
of the times. I also agree that once we reduce the poor to the 
status of losers, it becomes easy to turn away from them and 
believe that they are only reaping their just deserts. 

I hope that American Christians will not be able to do this, 

_ because we will perceive how Mary and Joseph and Jesus would 
have been defined in the new dictionary. American Catholics will 
remember Lourdes, and Fatima and Guadalupe, and reflect on the 
fact that ‘‘the Lord hears the cry of the poor; the Lord raises up 
those who are bowed down.” 

I hope that we will be true to our tradition of careful concern for 
the powerless and the poor. 

I hope that we do not always mean what we say, when we speak 
about the poor, and I don’t think that we do. I cannot think ofa 
single case where Americans have been presented with an emer- 
gency, or tragedy, or need, and have not responded more than 
generously. In moments when we are confronted with an actual 
case, such as the explosion in Mexico, our hearts melt and we feel 
with and for those who suffer. 

The danger is that we will harden our hearts and dull our minds 
to the real human needs of our time. If this happens, then we 
ourselves become sub-human. 


Viva Nuestra Senora! 
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Letters... 


‘Feminine rhetoric’ 


Recently we have been deluged by 
feminine rhetoric indicating that our 
society has undergone changes and 
modernity is demanding that traditional 
rules regarding sexual behavior be 
relaxed so as to conform to today’s 
prevalent tendencies. 


However, we wholeheartedly 
disapprove of that permisSive trend. The 
precepts of God indicate that the creative 
dimension is the intended purpose in 
human = sexuality. Traditionally, that 
interpretation has generally accepted. It 
was widely acknowledged to be a morally 
effective guide to human behavior. 


We submit that, in their desire for 
‘equality,’ feminists would be well 
advised to maintain their dignity by 
adhering to God’s laws concerning 
sexuality. Otherwise, in being the willing 
“‘slaves of men’’ they forfeit their chance 
of attaining their goal. Feminists must 
accept, and cope with, unwieldy fact of a 
relentless double standard that transcends 
all societies. 

Richard Thomas 
San Diego 


‘Intrigued’ 

I have been intrigued by the views of 
columnists and editors as they grope for 
plausible reasons why the Republican 
party enjoyed such a colossal victory in 
the recent elections. In offering 
explanation many of them cling to the 
idea that President Reagan’s personality 
may have been responsible. This is very 
expedient reasoning, considering that 
never again will they be called on _to 
wrestle that particular opponent. 

President Reagan’s charisma may very 
well have played a significant role in that 
phenomenal victory but I find it a very 
unlikely deduction. A more realistic 
explanation would appear to be that 
millions of voters withdrew their support 
from the Democratic party because of 
deep concern regarding the ideas of 
special interest groups within the party. 

Among the overwhelming ranks who 
deserted the Democratic party on Nov. 
6th were those of us who deplore the 
Godlessness in the practice of abortion, 
homosexuality and Planned Parenthood, 
as well as’ the permissiveness of the 
“NOW” culture. 

Tom Smyth, 
San Diego 


Priest praised 


The following letter was written to Jesuit 
Father Richard McCormack in response to a 
Southern Cross article about his recent talk at 
USD. 

To my own rather secular meditations, 
your words enter like a clear breeze. I’d 


forgotten that people think about morality. - 


You used the example of an 
amputation — an operation that is both 
lifesaving and crippling — as a metaphor 
of choice. My God, that is beautiful, 
powerful. Did not Christ choose to allow 
Himself to be crucified? How tragic it is, 
when those who can hear Him cannot 
themselves bear even the minor injuries 
of daily impingements on their rule- 
fortified egos. So heartbreaking that we 
become so confused as to murder in the 
Lord’s name; we strike at others to 
destroy our own weaknesses, and 
distigure oufselves to hide the truth. We 
bar fact from entry, because we cannot 
bear the pain of parting with the slightest 
limbs of our precious interior paradigms. 

So right you are to articulate the 
importance of distinguishing between the 
substance of convictions and the formulation 


of them, and to deplore the violation of 


the process of ideas in the Church. What 
failings we share as individuals we share 
as a society; as individuals desperately 
block truths they have seen, society blocks 
those same truths. In this illness we head 
for the crisis. We must have the vision 
that the crisis will be healing 


Jerry Busch 


Santa Cruz. 


Guest 
Column 


By Rev. Francis G. Penko 


Applauding older adults 


For the past several years I have enjoyed extended personal 
contact with older adults (a phrase I strongly perfer to “‘Senior 
citizens’). I meet them regularly in the Plaza Co-op at Catholic 
Community Services where I have my office. For five years I 
lived in a community comprised of many older adults. They are a 
significant portion of the parish where I now celebrate the 
Eucharist on Sundays. In short, I have become increasingly 
aware of the ‘‘graying’’of our community 


Statistics indicate that my perception is accurate. Older adults 
are the fastest. growing segment of our society. By the year 
2000, 20 percent of our population will be 65 or older. 


However, this is usually called to our attention only in 
financial terms: the rising costs of Social Security, medical care, 
housing, etc. By and large, our broader focus is still 
unremittingly drawn to young people: their life styles, their 
interests, their activities. We get the impression that somehow or 
other, older adults are simply expected to ‘‘blend in.” 


Consequently, I was delighted to read a Pastoral Letter to Older 
Adults written by Bishop Anthony M. Pilla of Cleveland. One 
paragraph particularly caught my attention: 

“*...you are a vital and priceless part of our Church and our 
society. Your contributions are valuable to us all. We need you! 
You made the Church of yesterday and brought it to today. You 
are the deep-rooted foundations and cornerstones of our diocese. 
In the fullness of your life, make your good works flourish. We 
need your voices and your voices and your wisdom. We need 
your helping hands, your talents, your good judgment. We.need 
your love.”’ 


These words.are not just pious sentiment or crowd-catching 
rhetoric. They should really capture our notice and help us to 
appreciate the depth of the riches which our older adults offer to 
our community. 


Questions 
You've 
Asked 


With Father 
John G. Proctor-dr. 


On General Absolution 


Q: Now that Advent is approaching, do I have to make an 
individual confession for Christmas or are there some 
churches which will give general absolution? 


A: You will have considerable difficulty trying to receive general 
absolution. Right after the Second Vatican Council, general 
absolution began to gain some popularity, particularly here in the 
United States. However, with the publication of the 1983 Code of 
Canon Law, much stricter rules came into effect governing general 
absolution. 


The ordinary way to confess one’s sins is individual confession 
on a one-to-one basis with a priest. General absolution is now 
considered extraordinary, and it is to be given very rarely. 


Generally speaking, general absolution can be given only in 
certain circumstances. It can be given if the danger of death is 
imminent and there is not time for a priest or priests to hear 
individual confessions. Also, general absolution can be given if a 
serious need is present. Such a need is present when there is a large 
number of penitents and not enough confessors available to hear 
individual confessions properly within a reasonable time, so that 
through no fault of their own, the faithful would be forced to do 
without the grace of the sacraments for a long time. No serious 
need is present if the nonavailability of confessors is based solely 
on the presence of a large number of pentitents, such as maybe the 
case at some great festival or pilgrimage. For example, a large 
congregation at an Advent penance service is not in itself a 
sufficient reason to give general absolution. 


Before the 1983 Code, the decision of whether or not general 
absolution should be given could be made by the local priest. 
However, the new law reserves such a decision to the diocesan 
bishop alone, and he may not delegate this decision to anyone else. 
In our diocese, then, before any general absolution can be given, 
Bishop LeoT. Maher has to give his personal approval. 


There is one further condition attached to general absolution. 
For a general absolution to be valid, the penitents not only must 
be suitably disposed, but they also must intnd to confess individ- 
ually their serious sins at some time, generally within a year. 
Unless a just cause intervenes, a second general absolution is 
forbidden unless one first confesses individually. 


Our Christian Way of Life 


Ry Enid Lanyon 


A people living in darkness 


Two years ago a priest of the diocese was murdered and 
left abandoned for the most trivial of reasons. Last 
month, the same ill-fated month as before, a young 
woman from a local parish fell victim to another random 
murderous impulse. Once again, among the preparations 
for Advent and the sounds and feel of Christmas in the 
air, mindless evil, preying on the weaker, helpless, 
“easier mark,’”’ reminds us brutally of what Christmas is 
all about. 


I recently saw the movie Places in the Heart and found 
a number of people eager to discuss the story and its 
message of human tolerance, acceptance and mutual 
respect and forgiveness, despite active surrounding 
denial. One person asked, ‘‘Are we better today? Are 
people better than in the ’30s when the movie took place? 
Are we better than people back through history who 
victimized each other so terribly? Have we become 
kinder, more accepting, more loving?”’ 


I DO not think so.-I cannot think so. If we review the 
conduct of men and women in the wars we have endured 
since the °40s, if we consider the dramatic increase in 
abortions (the massacre of the innocents) and the 
horrifying emergence of child pornography and sexual 
abuse, if we look at the poverty and starvation that is 
destroying much of our world population, if we remember 
the paucity of our contributions to charitable causes which 


help the sick, handicapped and underprivileged, if we 
pause to really take note of the appailing crime rate and 
the incidence of casual as well as mass murder today, how 
can we claim that we are better today than our 
predecessors? 


Oh, I know, we can assert that it is not we who have 
done these things. It is not you and I who have denied the 
right to human respect and decent life of such victims. But 
if such abuses exist they exist beause ef the tolerance or 
self-absorption of too many ‘‘good”’ people. We, as much 
as those who perpetrate modern atrocities, are responsible 
for the world we live in and we do it no service by denying 
that we are also responsible for its evil, each in our own 
way. 


The gentle Nazarene told us this in many different 


ways. He told us until we couldn’t bear to hear it again . 


and crucified Him to keep Him quiet. And, one way or 
another, we have been doing that ever since! To a very 
great extent, we are indifferent to what happens to other 
people, unless it is brought to our notice through media 


_exposure or affects someone we know of or disturbs our 


comfort and security. Then we may cluck our tongues in 
sympathy, dip into our pockets — maybe even into our 
hearts — for a while, before we fall back into our 
comfortable, self-serving existence. 


THERE ARE some who have cared enough to force 
our administrations, both secular and ecclesial, to provide 
shelter and care and counsel for those who suffer. They 
have cared enough to shame us into caring a little too, but 
we do not care as we should and because we don’t, life is 
not better and we are not better than we were. 


We do not fill the waiting rooms of psychologists and 
psychiatrists because mankind ‘is ‘“‘better’’ than it 
used to be, but because, by and large, it is the same. 
Statistics do not tell us that one out of two human 
relationships in this country are abusive because we are 
such an improvement on the Romans or the Greeks or 
even Attila the Hun. They tell us that the manner and 
circumstance of our mutual abuse has altered. Perhaps, as 
physical violence has attracted greater penalty, we have 
grown more adept at psychological violence? Perhaps our 
wider knowledge of evil enables us to vent our hatreds in 
more socially acceptable forms? The secrecy and 
misplaced pride of the home can hide a multitude of sins! 


CHRIST COMES to us each Christmas as a child, 


~ even as He did all those centuries ago in Bethlehem, to 


remind us of the fragility and vulnerability of life and of 
our mission to cherish and nurture it, and to love, love, 
love. 


Fight the ‘national family burial squad’ 


Last: year I heard an opening Advent homily that 
touched me and others in our worshiping community 
deeply. The homilist began by pointing out that on the 
eve of 1984 and the grim prophecy in George Orwell’s 
1984, we were tempted to look at the dark and ominous 
signs of the society in which we live: nuclear annihilation, 
world hunger, loss of hope, a commercial Christmas. 


He described our sometimes overwhelming sense of 
helplessness in dealing with these seemingly unresolvable 
realities but then called us to challenge and vision. He 
‘used the imagery of pregnancy as Advent’s sign and told 

-us we are a pregnant people, carrying within us the means 
to heal our society’s wounds. 


AS I REFLECT on his words a year later, I apply them 
to our work in family life. I see a national pessimism 
spreading that is bent on increasing people’s despair in 
achieving successful family life. We are told we are 
failures, we are discontent and we are dying. 


Like children told often enough that they are worthless, 


we have come to believe it. Yet, we know we aren’t. We 


Ins and Outs 
By Most Rev. Norbert F. Gaughan 
Bishop of Gary, Ind. 


know there is a strength and goodness within us that tells 
us we can handle the stresses that come along. We believe 
it until others plant seeds of doubt. 


Pope John XXIII said that within the family lies all the 
essential elements of the Church: healing, goodness, love, 
challenge, witness, catechesis, worship and 
evangelization. If this is true, then Advent is the time to 
speak out and proclaim our goodness to the world. 


I WAS on national book tour last fall with the 
paperback of Traits of a Healthy Family and was appalled 
at the number of radio, print, and television interviewers 
who are ready to bury the American family. But when I 
asked them about their own family, they said, ‘‘Well, not 
ours. Ours is pretty good.”’ 


THIS ADVENT I invite families to pause and look at 
their strengths and resources, to become ‘‘counterculture”’ 
by admitting that God has gifted them with one another 
and that there’s nothing God and they can’t handle togeth- 
er. I implore them to speak out against the national 


family burial squad. 

Families are pregnant with hope. We don’t give up on 
one another when a problem arises. We know there will 
be problems but we also know that families have always 
had these. In earlier generations lack of drugs were the 
problem; today it’s too many drugs. In earlier times 
childbirth was feared and a family was lucky if half its 
children lived beyond age 5. 


- Today’s it’s the children who live and their problems 
are feared. At the time of the Civil War if a person lived to 
age 60, he or she had an average of three spouses due to 
diptheria, colds and childbirth. Today we worry more 
about the length of our marriages than the length of our 
lives. 


The problems have changed but promise of this season 
is that we won’t be alone in dealing with them. Advent is 
a time of hope, of witness and of growth. Let’s stand out 
as Advent witnesses, pregnant with optimism for families, 
not just ours but all those “‘others,’’ too. 


Church-ese is not plain talk 


Zosia Kazakiewicz, a clerk at the bakery store, is 
“ethnic,’’ although born in this country. The joy of buying 
sweet rolls from her is that with them you always get 
philosophy or advice. The day this priest stopped in, she 
was holding forth about the “funny way priests talk.’ I 
asked her what she meant. 


““You know, Father, you guys sound like the rest of us 
when you’re here. But when you get up at the pulpit, the 
altar, or public Church gatherings, you talk different.”’ 


“DO YOU mean you can’t understand us?”’ 


““More than that. Mr. Sykes, the high school teacher, 
said you talk ‘Church-ese.’ I don’t know what kind of 
cheese he means, but I do know the words you use are not 
the way we regular people talk.”’ 


? 


“Come on, Zosia,’’ I said, “‘give me some examples.’ 

LIKE AT our Christian Mothers meeting. Father calls us 
his ‘devoted laity.” I don’t know what that means — 
devoted how? — devoted to what?” 

‘“That’s just a general greeting; it says you work hard 
at being Catholics.”’ 

Zosia said, ‘‘But Mrs. Smarkowski was there and she 
doesn’t. She only shows up when there’s a free meal or 
comes to church when she feels like it. I don’t know that 
she is so devoted.’’ 


» 


I asked for more examples of this ‘‘Church-ese. 


ZOSIA OFFERED: ‘‘Up at the altar Father’s got this 
book, a paperback, and he says prayers from it and gives 


us little talks which he calls ‘feverinos’.’’ 


“‘Fervorino,’’ I said. “‘Something to warm you up, to 
get you enthused.”’ 


““Huh!”’ said Zosia, ‘‘we get warmed up when Father 
tells us his political opinions, how we have to vote this 
way, or get excited about El Salvador when right here we 
got situations which need straightening out. I asked 
Father what that paperback book he used was and he said 
it was a ‘Pasture Guide.’ Guess he thinks we are a bunch 
of cows and sheep.”’ 


‘“*NO, A Pastoral Guide,’’ I said, ‘‘ 
pastor in the liturgy.”’ 


to help Father be a 


Liturgy,’’said Zosia, ‘‘I used to go to Mass, now I go to 
liturgy. I prayed at Mass, I can’t pray at liturgy. I went to 
Communion, now I go to the Eucharist. When the priest 
uses this ‘Pasture Guide’ he talks ‘Church-ese,’ he uses 
words we don’t know. He says something about Paschal 
event, the Jesus event, What’s that? And the bishop isn’t 


any better. I was at Mass, where he spoke to priests and 


called them his ‘hard-working clergy.’ I saw Father X and 
believe me, he-isn’t hard-working. He takes it easy and 
makes his assistant do all the work.”’ 
; eae Sh : : 
‘*Zosia,’’ I said, “‘the bishop can’t say that some priests 
are not working hard, or some nuns are more zealous 
than others. He uses these general greetings.”’ 
‘WELL, THAT’S ‘Church-ese.” When are you 
priests gonna start talking about what we feel? When are 
you gonna pray for some of our kids who hang around 


down the street hitting the booze and they’re only eleven 
years old? That’s right, I hardly ever heard a priest 
talking about booze. Maybe what you priests need is 
‘People-ese,’ a language where you really talk to us 
people, not at. us. You are up there talking to God and I 
don’t think even God knows what you’re saying.’ 


“You just don’t understand,”’ I said, ‘‘the words have 


changed but it’s still the same Church.”’ 


““No Father, you guys don’t understand. You don’t 
understand that what people need is kind words, plain 
talk, a pat on the back, and understanding that you know 
the kind of life we lead. You don’t know what it is to have 
the old man come home drunk on payday, or be worried 
about your daughter running around with a gang of 
bums. 


“TOO MANY of you priests are like the TV people; 
you laugh and smile and just go around telling everybody 
everything’s wonderful. Maybe if the priests would Just 
speak plain, show us they know what we’re going 
through. Maybe that’s what’s wrong with these here 
homilies. Give us old-fashioned sermons where Father and 
me were on the same beam, he knew my problems and I 
understood him.”’ 


““Thanks, Zosia.’’ I gave up, knowing that I couldn’t 
explain all the changes of names, new approaches to her. 

““That’s all right, Father, here are some sweet rolls. 
Maybe they'll sweeten my words. I wasn’t talking 
Church-ese!”’ 
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‘Greatest North American Catholic theologian’ dies 


By Jerry Filteau 


(NC) — Jesuit Father Bernard J.F. Lonergan, one of 
the 20th century’s leading Catholic theologians, died 
Nov. 26 at the Jesuit infirmary in Pickering, Ontario. 
Approaching his 80th birthday, he was suffering multiple 
ailments which forced him to stop teaching two years ago. 

His funeral was scheduled for Nov. 29 at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church, a Jesuit parish in Toronto, with burial 
the next day at the novitiate in Guelph, where he first 
joined the Jesuits. 

AMONG FATHER Lonergan’s many books and 


hundreds of articles, he was most noted for his 1957 work, 


Insight: A Study of Human Understanding, and his 1972 ° 


volume, Methed in Theology. 


‘“There is no doubt in my mind that he is the greatest 
Catholic theologian North America has ever produced,”’ 
said Father David Tracy of the University of Chicago’s 
School of Divinity, perhaps the best known of Father 
Lonergan’s students. 


The Canadian theologian never received the wide 
popular recognition that went to his German Jesuit 
confrere, Father Karl Rahner. But several theologians 
contacted declined to say which of the two was greater or 
more influential. Devotees of Father Lonergan’s thought 
can be found on virtually any Catholic theological faculty 
in the English-speaking world. 


‘““HE WAS a teacher of teachers. His impact will 
deepen and increase,’’ Father Tracy said. 


More than 200 doctoral dissertations have been written 
on Father Lonergan’s thought, two international 
symposiums have been held on him, and an academic 
newsletter and a theological journal are devoted to 
Lonergan studies. There are more than a dozen centers 
for Lonergan studies at academic institutions in countries 
ranging from Canada and the United States to Australia, 
Italy, the Philippines and Ireland. 


““His work is seminal. It’s foundational,’’ said Jesuit 
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Father Frederick Crowe. He compared it to the Organons 
of Aristotle and Francis Bacon, something that could 
influence the very way that future generations of thinkers 
would approach reality. 


IN THE United States, said Jesuit Father Leo 
O'Donovan of Weston School of Theology in 
Massachusetts, ‘‘there is at least one good theologian at 
every Catholic university’? who is a Lonerganian. 


Bernard Lonergan was born Dec. 17, 1904, in 
Buckingham, Quebec. He entered the Canadian province 
of the Society of Jesus at Guelph, Ontario, in 1922. 

After humanities studies in Canada, philosophy studies 
in England, and theological studies at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome, he was ordained a priest 
in 1936. After ordination he spent a year in theological 
and spiritual formation in France and then returned to 


Rome for a theology doctorate from the Gregorian. 


HIS DOCTORAL dissertation, a study on grace and 
freedom in St. Thomas Aquinas, was published in the 
United States in 1941-42 as a series in Theological 
Studies. It is considered by some a_ theological 
masterpiece that marked the definitive end to a 
longstanding theological conflict between Jesuits and 
Dominicans on the relation between grace and freedom. 

Returning to Canada in 1940, Father Lonergan spent 
the next 13 years teaching philosophy and theology at 
Jesuit schools in Toronto and Montreal. 

He went back to Rome to teach at the Gregorian from 
1953 until 1965, when illness forced him to return to 
Regis College, Toronto, as research professor of theology. 
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SHARE sends 95 tons of food to Mexico 


continued from page 1 
care of their own people,’ ’’ “Msgr. Galindo said. 
However, ‘‘Bishop Perez Gil stood up to the government 


officials’ and told them the food was a ‘‘special gift from 
Bishop Maher to him,’’ he added. 


ONCE PEOPLE heard that the food had arrived, 
“they were very happy,’’ Msgr. Galindo noted. ‘‘I must 
have heard the word - gracias a hundred times,’’ he 
commented. : 


Members of the entourage from San Diego toured the 
explosion site before returning to San Diego. 


“It looked like an ice-cream cone upside down,’ Msgr. 
Galindo said. ‘‘It’s like a cone with huts around it...in the 
middle there’s a chimney with gas,’’ he explained. Many 
of those killed were burned beyond recognition and very 
few houses are left in the area, he added. 


PIERCE SADLY noted that although people in the 
disaster area are ‘‘extremely poor to begin with, there 
were looters there.’’ But the area’s residents did not 
question why God let this happen, Pierce said. ‘‘They’re 
so poor that it was accepted as part of life,’’ he explained. 
However, the disaster ‘‘has put a worldwide focus on the 
poverty in the area,’’ he commented. 


A Mass, celebrated Nov. 26 outside a church in the 
explosion area, was attended by about 1,000 persons. The 
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Mass was concelebrated by Bishop Perez Gil, Deacon 
Carl Shelton and two other parish priests, Pierce said. 


During*his homily, Bishop Perez Gil told the people not 
to feel abandoned because Bishop Maher and others in 
San Diego were thinking of them. He also said that the 

“government and the Church should work together 
‘because for man to grow he needs the cooperation of 
both.”’ 


THE FOOD assistance demonstrates that ‘‘the Church 
is present on that side and this side of the border,” Msgr. 
Galindo said. ‘‘Through SHARE, we were able to break 
the terrible border of red tape to get aid’’ to those who 
needed it, Msgr. Galindo added. 


; piialby ave Renee 
SHARING — Bishop Perez Gil of Tlalnepantla diocese: 
examines some of the food donated to the blast-torn 
Mexican diocese by SHARE. Deacon Carl Shelton, 
SHARE’s director (left), traveled to Mexico with the 95 
tons of food donated by the Diocese of San Diego. 
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Advent figures: 


St. Joseph and 


the Grinch? 


By Katharine Bird 
NC News Service 


Neil Parent finds Advent a par- 
ticularly good time to reflect on 
St. Joseph and how he handled 
himself during the difficult series 
of events surrounding the birth of 
Jesus. 

“As a man and a father, my 
thoughts go to St. Joseph because 
he had to face a lot then,’’ Parent 
added. ‘‘He had to cope with 
events in a small village where 
everything seemed to go wrong. 
And I wonder, did his family 
ostracize him for his marriage to | 
Mary, who was already 
pregnant?” ; aren 

Parent is representative for adult 
education with the U.S. Catholic 
Conference education department. 
_ During an interview, Parent ex- 
plained how he, his wife, Lynn, 
and their 5- and-8-year-old 
daughters ‘‘focus in on our fami- 
ly’ during Advent. 

Since Advent coincides with 
cool days along the eastern 
seaboard where they live, the 
family often sets the stage for its 
reflections by lighting a fire and 
dimming the lights, Parent said. 
Then over hot chocolate they talk 
about the meaning of Christmas. 

They use Advent and Christmas 
stories. And their special Advent 
prayers are taken from the psalms 
and the prophets. The children 
often add their own spontaneous 
prayers. 

Parent commented that he and 
his wife use certain TV programs 
as a means of teaching their 
daughters about Christmas. ‘‘Some 
shows are commercialized,’’ he 
admitted, ‘“‘but some have signifi- 
cant religious underpinnings.”’ 

A favorite for the Parents is 
“The Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas,’’ taken from a book by 
Dr. Seuss. In it, the Grinch steals 
all the presents and the Christmas 
decorations, expecting to destroy 
the villagers’ joy in Christmas. In- 
stead, the Grinch is astounded to 
discover that the villagers can still 
be happy as they gather together 
simply because it is Christmas. 

Parent explained that watching 


. 


the Seuss tale together is a family 
event. Often he and his wife talk. 
with their daughters about the 
show. He said his daughters get 
the message easily. 

It comes through clearly that 
the real spirit of Christmas is not 
restricted to the presents, Parent 
said. It is ‘‘about the joyful 
coming together of 
people.”’ 


ad 


Last year the Parent nie. 
prepared for Adyent , 


y 
~ 


NN 


in a special eA 


way by partici- ‘ 
patingina pilot 
program with several © 
other families. It was sponsored 
by Blessed Sacrament Parish. in 
Alexandria, Va. 

Each ‘‘family cluster’ included 
four families who met regularly in 
each others’ homes for a 
paraliturgical celebration, instruc- 
tion on an Advent theme and a 
meal. Children ranged from 
preschool to high school age. 
Everyone was invited to take an 
active part in the evening’s 
activities. 

The children sometimes acted 
out a scene featuring an important 
biblical figure or a particular 
theme from Advent. This gave 
them a ‘‘definite impression of the 
message since they were in it 
body and soul,’’ Parent said. 

Families also shared their ideas 
on how to celebrate Advent. 
Parent said he finds this sort of 
sharing especially helpful in keep- 
ing Advent celebrations fresh from 
year to year. “It makes for a lot 
of cross fertilization,’’ he added. 
“We can take an idea used by so- 
meone else, add a new wrinkle 
and then make it part of our 
celebration.” 

In his cluster, one family told 
about pooling their resources to 
buy a winter coat for a parish 
youngster. 

Parent told how that happened. 
On the first Sunday of Advent the 
parish had set up two Christmas 
trees decorated with tags. On each 
tag a specific need was cited like 
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For educator Neil Parent and his family, Advent 
begins at home. In an interview with Katharine Bird, 
Parent tells how Advent preparation can turn into 
Advent animation. And he’s not just talking 


cartoons. 


this: “‘A boy needs a size 10 
jacket.’’ Parish families were in- 


vited to take a tag. If a large gift 


was needed, several families were 
asked to join forces. 

On the last Sunday of Advent, 
Parent said, hundreds of gifts 
were brought up to the altar by 
parishioners. Later the gifts were 
distributed to the individuals in 
need. 

‘The family cluster was a 
tremendous experience for us last 
year,’ Parent volunteered. ‘‘Our 


children saw adults working 
together and became aware of the 
wider extended parish family 
preparing to celebrate the Lord’s 
birth.”’ 

The cluster experience reinforc- 
ed Parent’s conviction that an Ad- 
vent celebration has several 
dimensions. ‘‘Advent calls for 
prayer, for sacrifice in serving 
others, and for joy.” 


(Ms. Bird is associate editor of 
Faith Today.) 
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Spirits of the season 


By Father John Gurrieri 
NC News Service 


Whatever else one says about 
the theology in Charles Dickens’ 
‘““A Christmas Carol,’’ it gives peo- 
ple who are pestered and 
bothered by Christmas prepara- 
tions a glimpse into the meaning 
of generosity and giving. 

Perhaps the ghosts who haunt 
Scrooge also hunt us out, scaring 
us into believing that Christmas is 
not just the bother or joy of shop- 
ping. It is a moment for which 
special preparation is necessary. 

In a sense, the spirits of 
Christmas past, present and to 
come are the faces of the spirit of 
Advent. 

The spirit of Advent? 

When Pope John Paul II pro- 
claimed a special holy year in 
1983, his message really was 
about developing an Advent men- 
tality in the 20th century’s re- 
maining years. There is more than 
a hint of what the pope had in 
mind in the church’s readings and 
prayers for the Advent season and 
the songs of the four weeks 
preceding Christmas. 

Advent is the time for 
remembering two important Chris- 
tian realities: 

Christ was born for our 
salvation. 

Christ will come again. 

What is needed to make more 
of Advent than a wreath of 
evergreens and candles or the Ad- 
vent calendars coming back into 
fashion? 

We get into the spirit of 
Christmas in late November, 
thanks to television and shopping 
malls. But what about Advent? 

In a sense Advent spirit is pre- 
sent when we begin to plan gift 
giving, bake fruitcakes and think 
about decorating for Christmas. 
Preparing to celebrate Christmas 
means we are getting ready for 
the Lord, even if consciousness 
about the Lord sometimes ebbs in- 
to oblivion. 

But Advent is more. It is about 
the coming of Christ — and that 
both fascinates and frightens. 

elt fascinates since we know 
that in Christ all things will come 
to fulfillment. 

elt frightens since it also is 
about the end of time — the end 
of what we know, understand and 
perhaps cherish too much in this 
world. 

It fascinates and frightens because 
today images of ‘““The Day After’ 
still linger to conjure up visions of 
horror and holocaust, of wars and 
rumors of war, of a ‘‘Star Wars’’ 
without Princess Leia or Chewbac- 
ca or the cuddly Ewoks. 

Who can possibly know what 
path the Lord will take for the se- 
cond coming? Who can second- 


guess God? No one. 

We don’t know what the end 
will be like. Nor should we bother 
our heads about it, except to 
make sure we don’t make it hap- 
pen by pushing the panic button, 
or by destroying God’s good 
green earth and azure skies. 

Still we must prepare as though 
the worst is about to happen. The 
early church did that with great 
courage. And there’s a lesson to 
be learned from our ancestors in 
faith. 

We should not look for moun- 
taintops to wait for Christ or 
shelters to hide from him either. 

Developing an Advent mentality 
— Advent spirit — means prepar- 
ing for this Christmas, this mo- 
ment of God’s generous love. 

It means learning the generosity 
of the reformed sinner, Scrooge. 

Perhaps like Scrooge we must 
be frightened into feeding the 
hungry. and clothing the naked. 
Maybe we must have ghosts to 
haunt us — collective and per- 
sonal ghosts who remember better 
than we the lessons of war, in- 
justice, poverty, hunger and rage. 

But wait just a minute. The true 
spirit of Advent is not the spirit of 
fear. The gentle Savior and his 
graceful mother can transform 
Dickens’ poltergeists into spirits of 
hope in the Lord’s final day — 
hope that takes form now in 
generosity, care for others and 
love that transforms the world. 


(Father Gurrieri is director of 
the U.S. bishops’ Committee on 
the Liturgy.) 
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A string of unbroken promise 


By Father John J. Castelot 


NC News Service 


Considering everything, 
Abraham had absolutely no reason 
to hope for an heir. But St. Paul 
tells us Abraham never doubted 
that he would become the father 
of many nations, as God had 
promised. 

“Without growing weak in faith 
(Abraham) thought of his own 
body, which was as good as dead 
(for he was nearly a hundred 
years old), and of the dead womb 
of Sarah. Yet he never questioned 
or doubted God’s promise; rather, 
he was strengthened in faith and 
gave glory to God, fully persuad- 
ed that God could do whatever he 
had promised’ (Romans 4:18-21). 

*Hope and faith are like two 
sides of one coin. 

Hope is based on the faith that 
God will keep his promises. 

eAnd hope is what Advent peo- 


ple are all about: They are people 


of unconquerable hope. 

Faith and hope are so closely 
connected that when the author 
of the New Testament book. of 
Hebrews speaks about faith he 
often means something closer to 
hope. He writes: 

“By faith Abraham obeyed when 
he was called, and went forth to 
the place he was to receive as a 
heritage; he went forth, moreover, 
not knowing where he was go- 
ing...By faith Sarah received power 
to conceive though she was past 
the age, for she thought that the 
One who had made the promises 
was worthy of trust. 

“As a result of this faith, there 
came forth from oné man, who 
was himself as good as dead, 
descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and the sands of 
the seashore’ (Hebrews 
11:8,11-12). 

Hope was powerful. It sustained 


God’s people in the Old Testa- 
ment. They suffered reverse after 
reverse, until the one remaining ~ 
tribe of Judah was itself dragged 
into exile far from the homeland. 
But even then the people refused 
to give up hope. They were con- 
vinced that the Lord would not go 
back on his word. And he didn’t. 
Once again God vindicated their 
hope and brought them back 
home to a new beginning. 

In the New Testament, Luke 
portrays Jesus himself as one who 
trusted deeply. Even when it 
seemed that all hope was lost, 
Jesus could-still say with his dying 
breath: ‘‘Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit’ (Luke 23:46). 

One of the most reassuring sec- 
tions of Scripture is found in 
Romans, chapters 5-8. The 
underlying theme of the chapters 
is hope — hope rooted in the cer- 
tainty of God’s love for us. 

The tone is set right at the 
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By Sister Vera Gallagher, RGS 


NC News Service 


Marvel believed she was stupid. 

The teen-ager didn’t like school 
and never studied. 

Out of necessity, her mother 
worked the midnight shift and her 
father worked days. Marvel began 
staying home to make sure her 
younger brother got off to school. 
Day by day the excuse became a 
habit; then Marvel quit school. 

Her sister had missed only one 
day when the truant officer show- 
ed up. But the little brother ‘had 
missed lots of school, and Marvel, 
15, never went. ‘““You must attend 
school,’’ she was. told. But she 
didn’t want to listen. 

Because the parents, who need- 
ed to work, were home so ir- 
regularly, the juvenile court took 
over the children’s supervision. 

Marvel and her sister spent two 
weeks at the juvenile center while 
the court looked into the situa- 
tion. Except for skipping school, 
the two sisters had done nothing 
wrong. But Marvel was shocked as 
she listened to the stories other 
children told. 

The judge sent Marvel to live at 
a home for teen-agers run by the 
Good Shepherd Sisters in Detroit. 
“The Sisters have taken care of 
teen-agers like you for more than a 
hundred years,’ he said. “You 
need education and loving care.” 

A Sister who was a psychologist 
gave Marvel intelligence and ap- 
titude tests. She’d been tested at 
the center, and hated taking tests 
twice. But she tried. 


mises 


beginning of the chapters: ‘We’ 
know that affliction makes for en- 
durance, and endurance for tested 
virtue, and tested virtue for hope. 
And this hope will not leave us 
disappointed’? (Romans 5:3-5). 

In fact, the whole created 
universe is sustained by hope in 
the vision offered by these 
chapters in Romans. And together 
with creation, ‘‘we ourselves, 
although we have the Spirit as 
first fruits, groan inwardly as we 
await the redemption of our | 
bodies. In hope we were saved. 

“But hope is not hope if its ob- 
ject is seen; how is it possible for 
one to hope for what he sees? 
And hoping for what we cannot 
see means awaiting it with patient 
endurance’ (Romans 8:23-25). 


(Father Castelot teaches at St. 
John’s Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.) 
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Then the Sister said, “I’m going 
to test you again.” 

“Why?” cried Marvel. “‘Am I that 
dumb?” 

The Sister smiled. ““You tested 
higher than any girl we’ve seen,” 
she explained. “‘I want to make 
sure.7 

Marvel stood there amazed. She? 
Everybody always said she was 
stupid. Marvel couldn’t believe her 
ears. “ 

Marvel lived in a calm at- 
mosphere in the Good Shepherd 
home. She could study at night. 
After attending school regularly for 
a few months, learning became 
easy. 

Then the day came for Marvel to 
leave. The principal explained that 
with one more year Marvel could 
graduate from high school prepared 
to be a cosmetologist. 

Marvel decided to stay until she 
was 18. 

With the Sisters, Marvel listened 
to scripture readings at Mass, met 
God and learned to love him. 

After she got married, Marvel 
kept thinking about all the help she 
had received. She remembered the 
boys and girls she had met in the 
juvenile detention center. 

“Somebody helped me,” she said 
to herself. ‘““When I thought I was 
stupid, somebody listened. I’ve got 


to pass it on.” 


Only 19, Marvel Davis petitioned 
the Monroe County Juvenile Court 
in Michigan to license her home for 
foster children in need of court 
supervision. She is licensed for six. 

Now 35, she has helped 128 
foster children and has adopted 
two. 

“One came at age 2,” she says, 
“‘but he’d bounced around to so 
many foster homes that hé was 
frightened. He didn’t laugh, didn’t 
talk. I couldn’t let him move again, 
ever. He’s grown into a happy 
child now. I’m his mother and my 
husband is his dad. Somebody 
listened to my needs. I listened to 
his.” 

Being a foster parent is not 
always easy, Mrs. Davis says. The 
children, especially teen-agers, 
come with problems. Sometimes 
Marvel and her husband worry 
about them and pray for them. 

Many of Marvel’s foster children 
have graduated; some are working; 
others have gone to college. Most 
went back home. And by following 
the example she set in listening, 
they found it easier to get along 
with their families. 

Advent is a time for listening. 

Advent is celebrated because 
Mary listened to God’s message to 
her. 

Today, if we listen, will we too 
hear God’s voice? 


(Sister Gallagher is a free-lance 
writer in Seattle, Wash.) 


When somebody listened FOOD... 


The care of an infant does not 
begin on the day of its birth. It 
begins months before, as any ex- 
pectant mother making her way 
back and forth to prenatal visits 
in a crowded doctor’s office 
knows. 

An expectant mother looks 
ahead to her due date with great 
hope: 

eShe longs, with occasional 
moments of trepidation, for the 


_ child to arrive. 


°She realizes how much new 
life already is present as she feels 
the child moving and kicking in- 
side her. 

She makes arrangements for 
the birth and the days after. 

eShe ponders the change the 
baby will bring to her life. 

eShe spends time thinking 
through the impact a new child 
will have on the other family 
members. 

In short, an expectant mother 
does much more than wait 
passively. She is actively involvy- 
ed now in the life of the new 
child. 


Advent is a season of expecta- 
tion for God’s people. And the. 
example of the expectant mother 
helps to illustrate the meaning of 
this ‘‘expectation.”’ 

A person with great expecta- 
tions is not a passive bystander 
in life. The expectant person gets 
actively involved now with 
events that are to unfold more 
fully in the future. 


...for GiSCUSSION 


1. Think about people who lack 
hope in life. Do you believe it is 
possible for hopeful people to 
communicate hope to others? 


2. How will you observe Advent 
at home? What does ‘‘preparing 
for Christmas’? mean to you? 


3. Father John Gurrieri talks 
about developing ‘‘an Advent 
mentality.’’ What does he mean? 
Does he suggest any ways for do- 
ing this? 


4. Why does Father John 
Castelot say, ‘““‘Hope is what Ad- 
vent people are all about?” 


5. In Katharine Bird’s article, 
Neil Parent suggests that Advent is 
not just a time for preparation but 
is also a time for action. What 
kinds of social action could you 
engage in this Advent? 


Faith Today 


...for thought 


Similarly, people of Advent are 
not passive bystanders who 
merely wait for Christmas some 
weeks off. As expectant people, 
they begin taking action now in 
light of events. which are about 
to unfold more fully on 
Christmas. 

eAdvent people think about 
feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked and sheltering the 
homeless. 

eAdvent people concentrate on 
ways to express compassion and 
to heal wounds. 

eAdvent people ask whether 
there is a need for peacemaking 
in their own homes, their 
neighborhoods, their world, and 
what they can-do about it. 


It is more than difficult to be a 
genuinely expectant person if 
one has lost hope in life. How 
can a person who lacks hope 
look ahead longingly to the- 
future? How can a person 
without hope get actively involv- 
ed in preparing the way for 
future events? 

‘‘Make ready the way of the 
Lord, clear him a straight path,” 
John the Baptizer shouts out in 
the desert as the Gospel of Mark 
begins. His words serve virtually 
as a theme for Advent." 

Advent is a season when peo- 
ple face crucial questions: 

Who lacks hope? 

How can hope be given now 
to those who have little or none 
of it? 


SECOND HELPINGS 


‘Advent, Christmas ’84: 
Family Prayers and Activities,”’ 
by Patrick Dooling and Corinne 
Hart. This booklet is for families 
and small groups who want to 
observe Advent at home. Some 
suggestions might be tried at 
the dinner table. Points to 
discuss, brief readings, prayers 
and activities are included. 
Readers are reminded that 
“there is no right way”’ to carry 
out these ideas. ‘‘Phones will in- 
terrupt, absences occur.’’ But 
“perfection is not the point.”’ 
Families, the authors suggest, 
might ask how God’s coming 
changes people: ‘“‘Whenever 
God comes close to us, we 
must move. We can no longer 
stay the same.”’ Included are ac- 
tivities for Christmas and 
Epiphany. (Franciscan Com- 
munications, 1229 S. Santee 
St., Los Angeles, Calif. 90015. 
1-99 copies, 40 cents each, 
plus postage.) i 
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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 


How Judy prepared for Christmas 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


“This is going to be a terrible 
Christmas,’’ Molly told her best 
friend. 

“Why?’’ asked Judy. She 
wondered why Molly seemed so 
down. : 

““My father has been looking for 
a job for months and he can’t find 
one,’’ Molly said. She began to _ 
cry. ‘Mom told us kids that we 
might not get presents for 
Christmas. She said she wasn’t 
sure there would be money for 
that.” 

Judy felt terrible. During after- 
noon classes she couldn’t keep her 
mind on what the teacher wanted. 
She imagined Molly’s house at 
Christmas with no gifts. 
Something inside her cried at the 
image of so bare a Christmas at 
her best friend’s house. 

“‘Mom, do you know what?’’ 
she began as soon as she got - 
home. ‘‘Molly’s dad still doesn’t 
have a job. And Molly might not 
have any presents for Christmas. 


Judy’s mother looked at her, 
then sat down at the kitchen 
table. “Sit down, Judy, and we'll 
talk about it.”’ 

“What can we do?’’ Judy asked. 
“I feel sad for Molly.” 

“Let’s think hard,’’ her mother 
said. ‘‘I’m sure we can think of 
something.”’ 

“Tve got an. idea,’’ Judy said. 
““Maybe we could give up some 
things from now until Christmas. 
We could keep track of how 
much money that saves. Then just 
before Christmas you could give 
the money to Molly’s parents.”’ 

“That's a great idea, Judy. And 
maybe we could agree to give 
each other fewer gifts this year. 
That would save still more money 
that we could share with Molly’s 
parents.” 

During the rest of Advent both 
Judy and her mother gave up 
something every day and kept 
track of the money they were sav- 
ing. Judy gave up the candy and 
ice cream she usually had at 
school. 

“I can’t believe mother is ac- 


Family Advent Activities 


Here are two activities children and their families can 


do this Advent. 


1. Secret Friends. At the beginning of Advent, put the names 
of all family members in a hat. Everyone draws a name. Dur- 
ing Advent, do nice things for the person whose name you drew. 


Keep the name a secret. 


2. Advent Calendar.Cut the appropriate number of ‘‘doors”’ 
or ‘‘windows,’’ one for each day of Advent, on a piece of con- 
struction paper. Paste the construction paper over a picture of 
the Nativity. Each day of the Advent season a door may be 
folded open and gradually the different elements of the scene 


come into view. 
A 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


(1 Judy has a brainstorm in our story this week. Do you have a brainstorm 
for Advent? What can you do for others during Advent? 


Children’s Reading Corner 


“Sunrise in the Mountains” is a story by Natalie Savage Carlson. 
Children and adults might enjoy reading it together. Afterward they might 
talk together about kindness and trust in everyday life. In the story, Old 
Quill, a gold prospector, prepares for Christmas even though he is pretty 
sure that he and his burro can’t make it through the winter. His findings 
have been skimpy; his gold dust is all used up. But Old Quill always 
shared his food with the wild creatures that lived in'the mountains with 
him. And on Christmas morning Old Quill wakes up to find a gift, a gold 
nugget. He is overjoyed and as he shows it to his burro, he says, “See? 
We got a Christmas gift from a grateful packrat. It will last us till spring 
thaws the cricks. Now all of us will have a bite to eat once we’ve drop- 
ped in at the tradin’ post.’’ (Harper and Row Publishers, 10 East 53rd 
St., New York, N.Y. 10022. 1983. Hardback, $9.95.) 


tually giving up smoking from 
now until Christmas,’ Judy 
thought to herself. ‘““That will save 
a lot of money for Molly. I 
wonder what mother will get for 
me.” 

Judy worked a little every day 
on a book for her mother, with 
her own drawings and stories. 
That would be something special 
for Christmas and it wouldn’t cost 
anything. 

Four days before Christmas Judy 
and her mother sat down and 
counted up the money they had 
saved. 
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Making the warmth of God's love 
manifest to terminally ill patients is 
important to the ministry of Sister 
Rosella Molitor, D.C. With funding 

- from the Catholic Church Extension 
Society she serves the spiritual needs 
of those living in eastern Oklahoma's 
home mission territory. 


Sister Molitor is one of a team of 
home missioners who, in partnership 
with Extension, pursue the vital and 
urgent task of evangelization here in 


the United States. But the team is too 
small to do its job without help. It 


' ¢ 
Warr 


“I think we have a little more 
than $100 for Molly’s parents,” 
Judy’s mother concluded. “‘Isn’t 
that great! I'll see to it that they 
have this today. 

‘“‘And Judy. It was your idea,”’ 
her mother recalled. ‘“‘Thanks to 
you, I think this will be our best 
Christmas ever.”’ 


(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of catechetical works, scripture 
stories and original stories for 
children.) 


needs new members. It needs you. 


Join us. Become a member of the 
Extension team. Although you won't 
be present in the home missions per- 
sonally, your impact will be felt in this 
holy effort. Together we will bring 
Christ to those living in the home 
missions. 

Write for a free subscription to Ex- 
tension magazine today and discov- 
er the difference you can make. 
Together, and with God’s grace, we 
can achieve His missionary goals here 
in our own beloved country. 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION Society 


35 East Wacker Drive ® Chicago, Illinois (0601 
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Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe remains 


By James R. Luntzel, Jr. 


_ On the morning of Nov. 21, 1921, the serenity of the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City was 
rudely shattered by a powerful bomb blast. The force of 
the violent explosion blew out the great church’s stained 
glass windows, tore chunks of marble from the altar and 
left its interior in shambles. 


Miraculously, no one was killed, even though the 
Basilica was crowded, and equally miraculously the object 
of this violent attack was spared any damage. The bomb, 
planted by anti-Christian terrorists in a vase of roses, was 


‘meant to destroy the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 


DURING THE turbulent period of Mexican history in 
the 1920s, militant atheists launched a campaign of anti- 
clerical attacks, hoping to lessen the loyalty of the 
populace to the Church. The main rallying point of the 
people during these anti-religious attacks was the image of 
Our Lady, the Virgin of Guadalupe, long revered in 
Mexico and throughout Latin ee as the Mother and 
protector of the Americas. 


By destroying this symbol the anti-religionists believed 
they could prove to the Mexican people that the revered 
image was merely a man-made object with no miraculous 
properties and its destruction would pave the way for 
mass defections of Christian believers. They obviously 
did not consider the results of the failure of such a plot, for 
fail it did. 

While the force of the bomb blast actually destroyed an 
oil painting behind the ‘‘Guadalupana’”’ and hurled some 
distance a bronze cross that had been directly in front, on 
the altar, it did not even scratch or splinter the glass 
protecting the 390-year-old likeness of the Virgin, which 
is on fragile cactus fibre. The bomb backfired and 
religious persecution eventually decreased. The twisted 
crucifix is still on display in a small chapel in the Basilica. 


THIS NARRATIVE should lead a reader to ask: why 
should any group, in the enlightened 20th Century, resort 
to primitive violence in an effort to destroy a religious 
symbol? What power or attraction could be attributed to 
such an image, which would cause non-believing fanatics 
to try to eliminate it? And if this powerful attraction 
existed, as apparently even its virulent critics believed it 
did, what was the source, the cause, the reason for its 
influence? And does it still exert this influence today, in 
1984? 

The object referred to is an image, imprinted or 
impressed (certainly not painted, as has ae 
demonstrated scientifically) on two strips of ‘‘ayate,’ 


crudely woven cloth made from threads.of the maguey. or: s 


agava cactus, joined by a rough seam to form a ‘“‘tilma,’ 
or Aztec cloak. 


The image is that of a young maiden, modestly clothed 


_ in fine raiment of Biblical or Middle-Eastern style, hands 


clasped in reverent prayer, her eyes downcast as if gazing 
at something or someone below her. 


HER FORM blocks out a source of intense light and 
she is surrounded by an aura of bright, tapering golden 
rays or flares. The “‘artistic’’ style, if such it can be called, 
could be termed realistic to the point of almost being 
photographic and, in this regard, it pre-dates any such 
stylistic development among the great masters of Europe, 
including Spain. 

Except for some minor embellishments, microscopic 
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and infra-red analysis reveals no evidence of any brush 
strokes on the image’s face or figure. Besides, at the time 
it was ‘‘created,’’ in 1531, there were no European artists 
accompanying the forces of Hernan Cortes, who had only 
conquered the Aztec Empire 10 years earlier, in 1521. 
And Aztec art, other than stone work, was restricted td 
flat, one-dimensional images used primarily in their 
pictographic writing. 

The obvious question of skeptics, who do not ascribe 
any supernatural origins to the image, is: who could have 
done such a painting? The answer has baffled artists, 
scientists and art historians for centuries. 


AS HENRY Bamford Parkes, certainly no promoter of 
Catholic or any other religious causes, stated in his work, 
A History of Mexico, ‘‘One may ascribe whatever origin 
one chooses to the picture of the Virgin of Guadalupe, but 
nobody has discovered any concrete evidence in support 
of a naturalistic interpretation. It is, for example, difficult 
to name any person resident in Mexico in 1531 who might 
have been capable of painting such a picture.”’ 


Considering the source, this is as much of a ringing 
acclamation or testimonial to the supernatural origins of 
the image as could be found in the secular academic 
world...that is, until recent discoveries, based on 
objective evidence, have come to light. 

Tt goes without saying that if any artistic virtuoso did 
exist in Mexico 450 years ‘ago, he would have left many 


other examples of his genius. And it is highly improbable ° 


that he would have used his talents to embellish an 
obscure Indian’s well-worn cactus-fibre cloak and even 
ridiculously improbable that he would have taken the 
infinite pains to inscribe the miniscule reflections of three 
people on the cornea of the eye of the suject. 


THE REFLECTIONS seen in the eye of the Virgin 
created a sensation when first revealed in 1955. Although 
this dicovery was initially made in 1929, its existence was 
suppressed for 26 years. 


The reflections are no longer a matter of speculation or 
conjecture and have _been confirmed by several 


‘independent authorities, the most exhaustive studies 


having been done by an American optometrist, Charles J. 
Wahlig, O.D. (Dr. Wahlig’s analysis and conclusions are 
discussed later in this article.) 


There have been. many inquiries, investigations and 
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scientific studies done on this enigmatic object over the 
centuries. Scores of books, pamphlets, scholarly theses 
and dissertations have been published concerning it. 


HUNDREDS OF miracles, documented and attested 
to by both religious and medical authorities, have been 
ascribed to its influence. And while the history, lore anu 
legend’ surrounding the Guadalupana have made it a 
household word and object of common. knowledge and 
daily veneration in all of Latin America, there is a 
noticeable lack of recognition, in the United States and 
Canada, of this phenomenon. 


This is especially surprising in that there are some 500 
churches, chapels, altars ang shrines in the United States 
dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe. While the majority 
of these are located in the western states, primarily in the 
southwestern border area, the National Guadalupe 
Center of the United States was established in 1974 in 
Allentown, Penn. 


This seemingly low profile of what Mexicans often refer 
to as ““The Great Event of 1531”’ may be in the process of 
change for several reasons, one of which resulted from 
exhaustive photographic studies and analysis conducted 
since 1956, among these being Dr. Wahlig’s. 


IN 1929, photographer Alfonso Marcue Gonzales first 
noted the reflection of a person captured on the cornea of 
the Virgin’s right eye, while he was examining 
photographic negatives. At the request of authorities, he 
did not announce this discovery, pending further 
examination and confirmation. In 1946, Manuel 
Tortolero confirmed that there were no brushstrokes — 
no evidence of the ‘‘portrait having been painted.”’ 

In 1951, “‘images’’ in the eyes were noted by Carlos 
Salinas. A commission was appointed by the Archbishop 
of Mexico City to study these discoveries. On the evening 
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Now that San Diego had been 
reinforced by the arrival of the San 
Antonio, soldiers and missionaries began 
planning for further expansion. The 
initial step would be a sea and land trek to 
Monterey. Serra opted for the former. 

After a long and ‘‘somewhat 
uncomfortable’? voyage, Serra and the 
crew members of the San Antonio arrived 
at Monterey on June 1, there to 
rendezvous with the overland party which 
had completed its journey several days 
earlier. 

IT WAS readily agreed that the formal 
establishment of San Carlos Borromeo 
Mission would take place on Pentecost 
Sunday, June 3. Early that day, Gaspar 
de Portola and the others gathered under 
a mighty oak by a ravine running into the 
bay. 

It was thought that this tree was the 
same one under which the Carmelites 
with Sebastian Vizcaino in 1602 said the 
first Mass in the area. Again it was chosen 
as the site for the eucharistic liturgy. 

Serra relates that after Mass Portola 
observed a nicety of protocol by declaring 
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that the ‘‘primary purpose’’ of the king 
was to extend the faith, so the cross should 
precede the flag. For that reason, Serra 
first erectred the cross and founded the 
mission; then there followed the act of 
taking possession. 


A SOMBER note of mourning entered 
the day’s otherwise joyous festivities. One 
of the sailors had died aboard ship the 
preceding day. Serra assisted at the 
funeral services and the remains were 
buried at the foot of the mission cross. 


Next day, the site for the presidio- 
mission was chosen: a flat piece of land 
near the ocean, some distance east of the 
ravine and the oak. Serra called it ‘‘a 
pleasing stretch of land.’’ 
identifiable today, it is near the present 
site of the old preszdio church still standing 
in the city of Monterey. 


From the very outset, Fray Junfpero 
Serra realized that while San Carlos 
Mission began at Monterey, the 
permanent site would not be there. The 
first ingredient for a mission was lacking: 
the presence of a large Indian town, as 
required by the laws of the Indies. 
Timber was there, but no good drinking 
water. 


ON JUNE 14 the Feast of Corpus Christi 
was observed. The celebration was a relief 
from the makeshift life they had all been 


Easily - 


move on to Monterey 


leading. Serra may have magnified its 
beauty, but to him it was real. He wrote 
that “‘it was carried out indeed with such 
splendor that it could have been witnessed 
with pleasure had it taken place in 
Mexico.”’ 


In a letter written to officials at the 
Apostolic-College of San Fernando, Serra 
repeated his qualifications for future 
priestly. volunteérs in the area: .‘‘Those 
who come here dedicated to so holy a 
work must undergo sacrifices, as 
everyone knows . . . In these distant 
parts, one must expect to suffer some 
hardships, but these will be even more 
burdensome to those who are seeking 
every convenience and comfort.”’ 


Serra obviously wanted men who were 
every inch apostles and he looked forward 
to the day when more missionaries would 
come and all would enjoy the 
“‘worthwhile benefits of mutual 
encouragement, security and solidarity.’’ 


WHAT FRAY Junipero Serra looked 
for in others was, in himself, taken for 
granted. 


— rs 


North Americans still honor ‘the Great Event of 1531’ 


continued from page 7 

of Dec. 11, 1955, the nation of Mexico was electrified bya 
radio broadcast announcing the discovery of the reflected 
images, one of which was positively identified as being 
that of Juan Diego, the Aztec to whom the Virgin 
appeared. 


Additional studies were conducted and in May 1956 
Dr. Javier Torroello Bueno, an oculist, testified as to the 
existence of what appeared to be multiple images in the 
right eye and less distinct images in the left eye. Dr. 
Bueno stated that the images occurred as they would in 
normal eyes, with a slight distortion caused by corneal 
curvature. 


DR. RAFAEL Torija Lavoignet confirmed these 
findings and conculsions in July 1956. Although ‘‘other’’ 
reflected images seemed to be present, the fact that they 
represented actual historical persons was not accepted at 
this time. It remained for Dr. Wahlig to demonstrate that 
this was the case. 


Dr. and Mrs. Charles Wahlig, while visiting the 
Basilica in 1962, examined photographs of the eyes 
enlarged 25 times, and perceived the images of what 
seemed to be three people. He decided to conduct 
photographic experiments to determine if a multiple 
reflection of three people could be captured, 
photographically, on the cornea of another person’s eyes. 


“The front element of the eye, the cornea, can 
function,’’ says Dr. Wahlig, ‘‘as a convex mirror with a 
radius of about 7.5 mm, varying slightly from person to 
person. Using the optical properties of such a mirror, we 
determined that we could photograph a person’s eye and 
see clearly visible reflections in it of persons standing in 
front of the person being photographed.”’ 

TODAY, BASED on descriptions of those present at 
the “‘Great Event’’ and from contemporary paintings of 
the individuals involved, there is no doubt as to the 
identity of the reflection of one of them as Juan Diego. A 
second person has been tentatively identified as Juan 
Gonzales, the interpreter for Bishop Zumarraga, while 
the third person has not yet been positively identified. 

From the available evidence, it seems that when Juan 
Diego unfolded his “‘tilma’’ to present the roses, that the 
image of Our Lady appeared instantaneously on his cloak 
before the eyes of the bishop and the others in attendance. 

Based on an analysis of the reflections in her eyes, it 
would seem that Our Lady was present at this scene, 
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remaining invisible, but looking down on Juan Diego and 
Juan Gonzales and the others, and at that precise moment 
their reflected images were captured forever on the cornea 
of the eyes of the Virgin. 


IT WAS not until the evolution of the science of optics 
and the advent of photography, and the art of 
photographic enlargement had reached the proper level of 
development, some 400 years after the Great Event, that 
this phenomenon could be revealed. 


Nothing short of the miraculous can explain or 
rationalize other aspects of the Guadalupana: How could 
the raw, untreated cactus cloth, with a maximum life of 
30 to 40 years, have lasted over 450 years? During the 
first 116 years of its existence it was not covered or 
protected at all; it was handled by untold thousands of 
reverent petitioners, kissed, touched, moved about, 
subject to the smoke and chemicals of millions of candles, 
and all the while maintaining its fresh, unblemished 
appearance. 

In 1791, while its silver and gold frame was being 
cleaned (it was finally encased in glass in 1647), a vial of 
nitric acid was spilled on the side of the 260-year-old 
tilma. 7 

WHAT SHOULD have caused complete obliteration 
of any fibre touched by the corrosive acid resulted in only 
a slight stain, which can still be seen today. 


The fact of the image’s existence cannot be denied, but 
many questions remain: why would a human artist, even 
if somehow capable of creating anything remotely 
resembling this image, have chosen not only an 
untreated, open-weave, rough piece of cloth, resembling 
burlap, but one whose surface was split down the middle 
by a crudely joined seam? 


Another inexplicable feature of the image is that, while 
the back surface of the tilma is rough and coarse, its front 
surface, on which the image is seen, is as soft and smooth 
as silk. Kodak of Mexico attributes this to a micro-thin, 
film-like veneer of whatever it is that comprises the 
image’s substance. 


BUT OTHER questions remain unanswered, perhaps 
never to be settled. According to believers, the original 
purpose of this apparition seems clear — on the advent of 
a bloody uprising planned by the subjugated Aztecs, 
which would have resulted in the massacre of the few 
thousand Spanish conquerors by the millions of Aztec 
subjects, a miracle was needed. 
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The Aztecs recognized the true import of the message, 
delivered through the person of one of their humble 
fellows, this message being equally accepted by the 
Spanish. It almost immediately fused these two diverse 
groups into one. 


It released the Indians from their terrible bondage to 
human sacrifice and resulted in the greatest mass 
conversion known in history. Over 8 million Aztecs were 
baptized in fewer than seven years, an uprecedented 
event, never since equalled. 


IN MEXICO today, many people refer to the Virgin 
as *‘Nuestra Senora Tecoatlasupe,’’ which sounds quite a 
bit like ‘‘de Guadalupe.’’ Scholars have long. since 
demonstrated thai the original name should have be Our 
Lady of ‘““Te Cotlaxupeh’”’ which, in Nahuatl, means: 
“She who crushes or stamps out (the religion of) the 
feathered serpent, Quetsalcoatl.’’ 


To Spanish ears, ‘“Te Coatlaxupeh’’ sounded like ‘‘de 
Guadalupe” and they, including Bishop Zumarraga, 
were perplexed that, in New Spain, the Virgin should 
desire to be know as Holy Mary of ‘‘Guadalupe,’’ which 
had long been established as the premier religious shrine 
in Spain. : 

In fact, the Virgin of Guadalupe (of Spain) was the 
patron saint of the conquistadors Pizarro, Cortez, Balboa 
and DeSoto, all of whom hailed from the rugged 
Estremadura province of northern Spain. 


“IN ANY event, this apparently accidental linguistic 
blunder did not have'any adverse effects and, in fact, may 
not have been all that accidental. : 


At that critical moment in history, when the future of 
Spain’s, and perhaps all of Europe’s presence in the New 
World hung by a fine thread, the appearance of this 
image under a name equally acceptable to all seems to 
have enhanced the peaceful union of the two hostile 
groups. From this union, the great nation of Mexico has 
arisen. 


And what may be the message of Our ~-Lady of 
Guadalupe today? According to an eminent spokesman: 
‘In this critical period, the image of the Virgin, Patroness 
and Protector of the Americas, may have a role to play for 
all of the Americas, from Nome, Alaska, through Canada 
and the U.S.A. down to Tierra del Fuego. This message 
may point to the potential unity of purpose of all the 
peoples of the Western Hemisphere. 


R. Witt of St. Brigid parish was elected chapter director of the 
s. Other officers elected Nov. 19 were: Jeff Holmes of All 
f Blessed Sacrament, program directors; Sister Paula Marie 
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The many images of the 
Virgin Mary, our mother 


‘Catholics know Mary by many 

names. She is the Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and Our Lady of 
Lourdes. 


Within Catholic teaching, there are 
four declared dogmas about the 
Virgin Mary — her‘ divine 
motherhood, her virginity, her 
immaculate conception and_ her 
assumption into heaven. 


On Dec. 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX 
proclaimed and affirmed what many 
Catholics had believed for centuries, 
that Mary, the Mother of God, had 
been conceived without original sin 
(BELOW: Statue of Immaculate 
Conception outside Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church, San Diego). 


Mary is the Star of the Sea, Stella 
Maris, the ocean’s guide, winking 


benignly overhead to make life’s 
journey safe (BELOW: Painting on 
Mary Star of the Sea Church, La 
Jolla). 


Like Jesus, Mary was taken up to 
heaven, to live there in her glorified 
body, as a promise of the resurrection 
of the flesh that will come to every 
creature (RIGHT CENTER: Stained 
glass of Assumption of Mary at 
Immaculate Conception Church, Old 
Town). 


At the Assumption, Mary becomes 
Queen of Heaven, and the crown she 
wears on her head is the token of her 
triumph (TOP RIGHT: Stained glass 
of the Coronation of Mary in Our 
Lady of Angels Church, San Diego). 
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Some of the above text was taken from 
Alone of All Her Sex by Marina Warner. 
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Festival of Christmas, by Lamb’s Players Theatre, National 
City, Nov. 30-Dec. 30. Performed Tues.-Sat. at 8 p-m.; 
Matinees Sat. and Sun. at 2 p.m. Tickets: $10, $9 and $8. 
More: 474-4542. 

My Three Angels, Dec. 6-9, University of San Diego High 
School’s Little Theatre-on-Campus, 8 p.m. Performed by, Uni 
High Jesters. Info: 298-8277. 

Fall chorale and Christmas concert, Founders Chapel, USD, 
Dec. 7, 8 p.m. by the University Chorus and Vocal Ensemble. 
Choral portion includes works by Victoria, Croce, Viadana, 
Bach and more. Also festive selections of Baroque music. Free.. 

Catholic Alumni Club first Friday Mass, St. Didacus 
Church, Dec. 7, 6 p-m. Dinner at a local restaurant follows 
Mass. More: 299-3055. 

Stalpar Club first Friday Mass, Dec. 7, 6:30 p.m., St. 
Columba Church. Celebrant: Father Gerald Palcheck. Call: 
583-2282. 

Fish fry, Dec. 7, 5-7 p.m., Immaculate Conception Church, 
Old Town. Cost: $3.50. Reservations: 295-4148. 

Monthly Mass for peace: in Ireland, Dec. Ts. Oy Pim. 
Immaculate Conception Church, Old Town. Celebrant: Msgr. 
Patrick Kearney. Fish fry dinner follows Mass. Cost: $3.50. 
Reservations: 295-4148. 

Christmas boutique, Dec. 7-9, Immaculata Church, Alcala 
Park, USD. Hours: Fri. 2-7 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun. 9 
a.m.-noon. Many handcrafted items, a raffle, Christmas 
decorations and some baked goods featured. 

Step Right Up, an original musical in two acts presented by 
““‘Whatisit?’’, Dec. 7,8,9, Our Mother of Confidence parish 
hall, University City. Hours: Sun. at 7:30 p.m.; Fri. and Sat. at 
8 p.m. Tickets: $3.50 in ‘advance; $4 at the door. More: 
453-1317. 

Crafts and baked goods sale, St. Louise de Marillac parish 
hall, El Cajon, Dec. 8, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sponsored by St. Louise 
de Marillac Altar and Rosary Society. 

Pro-life march, Dec. 8, St. Therese parish. Mass at 8 a.m. 
followed by car-pool to abortion clinic, Rosary, march for life 
and return to St. Therese for coffee and donuts. Sponsored by 
Knights of Columbus Council 7792. More: 287-4408. 

Russian Christmas Music performed by the Poway Wind 
Symphony, San Rafael Church, Dec. 9, 4 p.m. Details: 
487-4314. 

Music series at St. Joseph Cathedral continues Dec. 9 with 
Christmas music performed by choir, organist and string trio. 
Free. Details: 239-0229. 

The Early Music Ensemble, an Advent concert, Mary, Star 
of the Sea Church, Dec. 9, 3 ptm. Info: 466-9437. 

Christmas mart, Dec. 9, 7 a.m.-3 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral 
Club. Featuring a gift boutique, bake sale, ham plate and raffle. 
Sponsored by the Archconfraternity of the Blessed Sacrament of 
St. Joseph. More: 295-4407. 

Advent Christmas music series, St. Brigid Church, Dec. 9, 4 
p.m. Knights of the Bell Table, handbell music by the choir of 
St. Genevieve Church, Panorama City. Free. 

Secular Franciscans, Third Order, meeting, chapel of the 
parish center, Mission San Luis Rey, Oceanside, Dec. 9, 2 p.m. 
Visitors welcome. 

Immaculate Conception Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan 
Order of Saint Francis monthyly Mass, Dec. 9, 1:30 p-m. 
Meeting and Christmas party follow in the hall. Info: 298-7038. 

Music series, St. Joseph Cathedral, Dec. 9, 1-1:30 p.m. 
Selections include Wake, O Shepherds (Rameau-Nelson); 
Nativity Carol (John Rutter); and To Jesus Who is King 
(Richard Hillert). 

South Bay Deanery, Council of Catholic Women, meeting, 
Dec. 10, 10:30 a.m., St. Rose of Lima parish hall, Chula Vista. 
Luncheon hosted by Altar Society follows. Reservations: 
479-7774. 

**It’s too good to be true,’’ a lecture on the Christmas story 


Around the Diocese 


from the Gospels of Luke and Matthew, Sacred Heart Church, 
Coronado, Dec. 10, 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Speaker: Msgr. 
William Spain. Color slides of Christmas paintings relative to 
Sacred Scripture will be shown. 

Advent series by Spiritual Ministry for Adults, Dec. 10,17, 
7:30-9:30 p.m. A journey led by the Spirit towards openness and 
hearing the invitation to receive love. Cost: $20. Info: 279-9380. 

Los Angeles Christmas spectacular, a bus trip by St. 
Patrick’s Seniors, Dec. 11. Cost: $27. Call: 282-7109 or 
232-0708. 

Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, La Jolla Deanery, 
Christmas party, Dec. 11, Nazareth Retirement Home. Mass at 
11:30 a.m. Gifts will be exchanged. Details: 565-0372 or 
272-1512. 

Crystal Cathedral’s Glory of Christmas, Dec. 11 and 18, aSt. 
Patrick’s Seniors bus trip. Cost: $27. More: 282-7109 or 
232-0708. 

Wonderful music and lunch at Lawrence Welk’s, Escondido, 
Dec. 12. Sponsored by St. Martin’s Woman’s Club. 
Reservations: 466-5587. ae 

Orchestra concert, Dec. 12, 8 p-m., Camino Theater, USD. 
Featuring works on theme of Romeo and Juliet from Bellini to 
Prokofief by USD Symphony. Admission: general $4; seniors 
$3; students and military $2. More: 291-6480. : 

Las Posadas, a procession commemorating the search for 
shelter by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, Dec. 12, 7 p.m. 
Begins in Old Town Plaza and travels around Old Town State 
Historic Park. Christmas carol singing during procession. All 
welcome. Sponsored by San Diego County Historical Days 
Association. More: 296-3882. 

Single Again of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, meeting and 
Christmas party, Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m., in south conference room. 
Take a finger type dish to share. Also a gift exchange (under $5). 
Details: 280-5168 or 280-7777. 

Alternatives to drinking or other drugs, a workshop at 
USD’s Solomon Lecture Hall, Dec. 13, 7-10 p.m. Sponsored by 
the National Council on Alcoholism, San Diego area. Free. 
More: 270-1661. 

Directed retreat, by Spiritual Ministry for Adults, Dec. 
14-16. Not overnight. Hours: Fri. 7:30-9:30 p-m.; Sat. 9:30 
a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Focus on personal prayer 
life of each person. Scripture passages pondered. Cost: $35 
(includes 3 meals). Info: 279-9380. 

Getting off the merry-go-round, a workshop for professional 
women, Dec. 15, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p-m., La Providencia House of 
Prayer. Donation requested. Details: 698-6775. 

Christmas dinner dance and drawing, Dec. 15, Our Mother 
of Confidence Church hall, University City. Cost: $10. 
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus, Father Thomas B. Austin 
Council 4958. Reservations: 453-0143 or 453-1516. 

Christmas sale by St. Charles Academy, Dec. 15, Koby’s 
Sports Arena Swap Meet. Featuring acrylic ornaments, gift 
boxes and fresh Christmas greens. Proceeds benefit eighth grade 
graduation trip. More: 223-8271. 

Advent Christmas music series, Saint Brigids Church, 
Pacific Beach, Dec. 16, 4 p.m. Lessons and carols by St. Brigid’s 
choir and handbells. Free. 

Stalpar Club, Christmas party, Dec. 16, Thom Ham’s 
Lighthouse, Harbor Island, 6:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Cost: $12. 
Reservations: 583-2282. : 

Parish breakfast, Dec. 16, after all Masses at St. Mary 
Church, Oceanside. Cost: $1. Proceeds to bishop’s fund for 
seminarians. Sponsored by Stella Maris no. 183, Young Ladies 
Institute. More: 757-7075. 

The Messiah Christmas portion and lessons, Dec. 16, 3 p.m., 
San Rafael Church, Rancho Bernardo. Featuring the San 
Rafael Church choir. All invited. Details: 485-0153. 

Christmas party of Stella Maris no. 183, Young Ladies 
Institute, Dec. 20, at the home of the president. Reservations: 
433-5373. : 

Annual Christmas party of Knights of Columbus Council 
1925 Dec a2 258 p-m.-midnight, St. Therese social center. 
Dinner and dance cost is $7.50; under 12, $4. Reservations: 
466-8093 or 582-7030. 

Candlelight Christmas meditation, Dec. 22-23, 7:30 p-m., 
Mission Basilica of San Diego de Alcala. Featuring Mission 
choir with ‘‘Classical Brass.’? More: 278-0021. 

Lesson and carols, an Advent concert, Mary, Star of the Sea 
Church, La Jolla, Dec. 23, 3 p.m. Featuring Mary Star Choir 
and Soloists. Info: 466-9437. 


Prominent theologian dies — 


continued from page 6 


HE WAS a Stillman professor of Roman Catholic 
theology at Harvard University in 1971-72. 


Ill health forced him to leave teaching in Rome, and his 
cancer eventually caused him to retire from Boston 
College in the spring of 1983. : 


Father Richard McBrien, chairman of the University 
of Notre Dame theology department, who studied under 
Father Lonergan in Rome and taught with him at Boston 
College, described the Canadian thinker as “really a 
philosopher more than a theologian.” 


HIS GREAT contribution to theology, Father 
McBrien said, was in ‘“‘bringing Catholic theology to face 
the foundational questions.”’ 


Father O’Donovan described the Lonergan 
contribution another way. ‘‘He inaugurated a real 
conversation between our historically conscious time and 
the classical framework of Thomas Aquinas,”’ he said. 


Father O’ Donovan added that Father Lonergan made 
significant contributions to the ‘‘intentional 
responsibility’? of theologians by integrating into his 
methodology an analysis of the different kinds of 
conversion and of the interior requirements that any 
conversion, whether intellectual, moral or religious, 
imposes on the person who has been transformed by it. 


FATHER LONERGAN and Father Rahner, who also 
died earlier this year, were frequently and inevitably 
compared, as each worked on fundamental questi6ns of a 
new theological synthesis, drawing deeply from the 
thought of St.. Thomas Aquinas but going beyond his 
classical framework into the framework of the modern 
sciences and historical consciousness. 


Father McBrien and others admitted the inevitability of 
the comparison but thought it should not be made. 


“This is one of the things that has plagued the North 
American discussion”’ of the two figures, said Father 
O’Donovan. 


FATHER MCBRIEN called them two of the greatest 
Catholic thinkers of the 20th century, but said their 
contributions were different. ‘‘In Rahner we lost our 
greatest theologian, in Lonergan our greatest 
methodologist or philosopher,”’ he said. 


“Rahner’s great contribution,’’ said Father Tracy, 


‘“‘came in rethinking many of the central symbols and 
doctrines of the faith. Lonergan’s was in rethinking the 
methodology that is operative among theologians.... 
Their contributions were complementary.”’ 


Father Rahner ‘‘was keenly interested in the needs of 
the Church here and now’’ and wrote extensively on 
current issues and concerns, said Father Crowe, 


HE SAID that Father Lonergan, however, focused his 


~ main energies on developing a theological ‘‘instrument.’’ 


The method itself is not a matter of popular interest, he 
said, but it can be applied ‘‘across the universe of 
thought.’’ 


To illustrate its range, he noted that among 
dissertations on Father Lonergan’s thought are one on the 
significance of Lonerganian method in teaching 
mathematics and another on its use in counseling 
homosexuals. 


' 


“His particular genius is his comprehensiveness,”’ said 
Father Crowe. 


ee eesseneenenpennennnrucnse 


Advent Christmas music series, St. Brigid Church, Pacific 
Beach, Dec. 23, 4 p.m. Hanging of the Greens by St. Brigid’s 
handbell choir and youth choir. Free. 
a eee 

Items for this column must be received in writing by noon 
the Friday before publication on Thursday of the following 
week. We can not accept items via telephone. Mail to: 
Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San 
Diego, Calif, 92138. 


Cost: $1.50 per 33-character line, $6.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 


Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is noon Friday. 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or night 
— 7 days. 222-1904. Call Robert. TF 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING, 
DRAPERIES: High quality, low prices. 
Also fine selection of wall coverings 
and draperies. References. Call 
Myles, 569-1527. TF 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG’S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 
Ridgeway Dr., Notional City, 
267-2577. TF 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE . 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 


‘doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 


Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. F 
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QUALITY HOUSEPAINTING 

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 

References & insured 

For a free estimate call 

ERICK 226-6275 TF 


LYONS carpet & upholstery cleaning. 
Churches, schools and residential, 
Licensed and insured. Call: 422-8702 
for free estimate. TF 


Hauling: We haul anything — very 
reasonable, Quick & clean. Discount 
to Sr. Citizens. 583-0357. TF 


Thanks once again St. Jude for favors 
received. You have never failed us. 
W.B.S. 12/6 


Novena to St. Jude 
St. Jude, apostle and martyr, great in 
virtue, rich in miracles, kinsman of 
Christ, intercessor of all who invoke 
your name in time of need, |-pray to 
you, to use your great God-given 
power to aid me in my urgent 
petition. In return, | promise to make 
your name known. Say 3 Our Fathers, 
3 Hail Marys, and 3 Glorias. 
Publication must be promised. Novena 
has never been known to fail. My 
request was granted. J.C. 

11/22, 29, 12/6, 13, 20 


Give Christmas to our Indian children 
and elderly. Prayers, donation 
needed. Fr. McNeill, St. Bonaventure 
Indian Missions, Thoreau, New 
Mexico 87323. 11/22, 29, 12/6, 13 


ROOM FOR RENT: Private bath, close 
to Mission; at bus stop. Reasonable. 
Call 583-4266. 12/6, 13 


PAINTER: semi retired. Will do your 
painting very reasonable. Interior or 
exterior. Bud’s painting - 
281-4996. 12/6, 13, 20 


CONCERTS UNLIMITED presents 
musicians for every occasion. 
755-6952 TF 


HAMMOND ORGAN double keyboard, 
chords, Leslie speakers, like new. 
$795 or best. 271-5529 12/6, 13 


Furnished sunny room in P.B. For over 
50 gent. HBO, cable & private bath. 
Near all on bus line. $300 mth. 
Security, references. 270-3988 12/6 


Wonderful Mexican Desserts. Mini- 
cookbook $3.50. SK Books, 2832 
Alturas, Bakersfield, CA 93305 12/6 


Christmos gifts. Sew your own 
beautiful unusual dolls and clowns. 
No. 109 six 19’’ “‘Love Clowns.’’ No. 
147 21” “Patchy Pandra’’ with 
wardrobe. Each pattern $4.00. Photo 
pattern catalog $2.00. Finished items 
also available. Discounts for church 
bazaars. Margret Dolls, 117 4th 
Ave., No. F, Chula Vista, CA 92010. 
426-4948 12/6, 13 


FOR SALE: Electric vigil lights; 4 
stands; 40 lights per stand; $500 
each. Call Mary, 295-2157 M-F, 9-3 
p.m. 12/6 


Be er yee 


La historia de Nuestra 
Senora de Guadalupe 


La Virgen de Guadalupe guarda un lugar especial en la 
vida religiosa de los mexicanos y aquellos de ascendencia 
mexicana. 

En 1531, Maria, la madre de Jesucristo, aparecié 
cuatro;veces. al indio Juan Diego en el cerro del Tepeyac 
en las afueras de la Ciudad de México, y le instruydé que 
fuera a decirle al Obispo Zumarraga que deseaba un 
templo construido alli. 


EL OBISPO cumpliéd con este deseo en 1533, 
convencido de la autenticidad de la aparicidn cuando se 
reveldé la milagrosa imagen de la santisima Virgen en el 
manto de Juan Diego. 

El manto atin se conserva y esta situado en un relicario 
en la Basilica de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe. La 
Basilica tiene larga historia como un centro de devocién y 
peregrinacién en México. La _ iglesia, dedicada 
originalmente en 1709, fue reconstruida posteriormente. 


El papa Benedicto XIV, en una declaracién en 1754, 
-autorizé la Santa Misa y el Offcio Divino (oracién 
recitada diariamente por sacerdotes y miembros de 
ordenes religiosas) bajo el titulo de Nuestra Senora de 
Guadalupe, para celebrarse cada 12 de diciembre, 
nombrandola patrona de la ‘‘Nueva Espafia.”’ 


EN 1910 fue nombrada patrona de América latina por 
San Pio X y en 1945 patrona de la Americas por el Papa 
Pio XII. 


La creencia de los catdlicos en Marfa como madre de 
Jesus es la base del lugar que ella ocupa en sus vidas de 
oracidn tanto en la liturgia y particularmente la 
Eucaristfa, como en otras formas de _ devocién, 
especialmente el Rosario. 


Toda creencia en la Virgen Maria se dirige hacia 
Cristo. Dios la liber6 de pecado original, para que ella 
diera de si misma a la vida y trabajo de su Hijo. 


JESUCRISTO, DIOS y Hombre, es la verdad central 
de la f€ catélica; Marfa es la sefial viviente del llamado de 
la Iglesia a la gloria en unién amorosa con el Redentor 
Divino. : 


Este afio, la fiesta de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe 
sera celebrada en San Diego el Domingo, 9 de diciembre, 
porque el 12 de diciembre cae en miércoles. 


Funcionario del Vaticano 
estara aqui para la fiesta 


SAN DIEGO — Se espera la asistencia de mds de 
3,000 personas el 9 de diciembre para el tercer aniversario 
de la celebracidn diocesana de Nuestra Sefiora de 
Guadalupe. La fiesta sefiala un acontecimiento bi-cultural 
de importancia para la fe catdlica romana, honrando a la 
patrona de México y de las Américas. 


El Seftor Obispo Leo Maher ha invitado a ‘su 
Eminencia Sebastiano Cardenal Baggio, presidente de la 
Comisién Pontificia para el Gobierno del Estado del 


Vaticano, porque tiene un gran amer y carifio para la. 


gente hispana. Cardenal Baggio ‘‘ sirvid por muchos afios 
en Centroamérica y tiene mucho interés en México...toda 
su vida se ha enfoquado en la vida hispana,”’ dijo el 
Obispo Maher. 


CARDENAL BAGGIO, Obispo Maher y’ Obispo 
Gilberto Chavez van a encabezar una procesién que 
empieza a las 12 del dia en la Iglesia de Nuestra Sefiora de 
Guadalupe siguiendo por el centro de San Diego hasta 
llegar al Community Concourse. 


SHARE mando 95 toneladas de alimentos a México 


por Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — La Didcesis de San Diego, por medio 
del Self Help and Resource Exchange (SHARE), mandé 95 
toneladas de alimentos a la Ciudad de México el 25 de 
noviembre para ayudar a las victimas de la explosién de 


_ gas alli. 


Monsefior Rudolph Galindo, parroco de la Iglesia de 
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe en Calexico, represento al 


Senior Obispo Leo Maher y la Didcesis de San Diego y 


present los alimentos al Sefior Obispo Manuel Perez Gil 
Gonzalez, de la Diécesis de Tlalnepantla, que incluye el 
area donde occurié la explosién. 


LOS OTROS que viajaron a la Ciudad de México para 
repartir los alimentos que tenian valor de 200,000 dolares 
fueron el Padre Jesuita Jaime Rasura, de la Iglesia de 
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe en San Diego; el Didcono 
Carl Shelton, director de SHARE; el hijo de Shelton, 
Steve; Alisa Sebatini, coordinadora por SHARE para 
México y los condados del Valle Imperial; y David 
Pierce, director de la prensa para SHARE. 


Los alimentos se transportaron por via aérea en un jet 
747, obsequiado por American Airlines. 


La ayuda aérea fue coordinada en cerca de 48 horas, 
dijo Pierce. American Airlines lamé a SHARE el 21 de 
noviembre para decirles que habia un avidn disponible 
para transportar los alimentos a las victimas del desastre 
en México, dijo. Los tres pilotos, y los empleados de 
American Airlines que cargaron el avidn, dieron sus 
servicios gratuitamente, dijo Pierce, notando que la 
ayuda aérea costo 150,000 dolares, 


PIERCE DIJO que la comida vino de tres orfgenes. 
Treinticinco mil libras de comida en lata fue contribuida 
por la gente de San Diego después de que las noticias 
locales por TV pidieron ayuda durante ‘la semana de 
Accién de Gracias, Pierce dijo. Leche en polvo, queso y 
aceite fueron dados por ‘‘Food for Peace, ’’ un programa del 
gobierno de los Estados Unidos que surte alimentos para 
los ciudadanos de paises extranjeros. Frijoles, arroz, 
harina y otros productos principales vinieron del almacén 
de SHARE, dijo Pierce, afladiendo que la donacién no va 
a privar a nadie aqui de comida de SHARE. 


Msgr. Galindo dijo que el Obispo Perez Gil tuvo 27 
camiones listos para llevar los alimentos a San Juanico, el 
barrio donde occurid el desastre. La comida fue 
depositada en iglesias, salones de parroquias y un 
seminario, afladié Msgr. Galindo, 


Cuando lleg6 el avidn de American Airlines al aeropuerto 
de la Ciudad de México, funcionarios del gobierno de 
México trataron de ‘‘intimidar’’ al Obispo Perez Gil, 
diciendo que el gobierno podia ‘‘ ‘encargarse de su 
propia gente,’ ’’ dijo Msgr. Galindo. Sin embargo, ‘“‘el 
Obispo Perez Gil se enfrenté a los funcionarios del 
gobierno”’ y les dijo que la comida era ‘‘regalo especial 
del Obispo Maher a el,’’ afiadid Msgr. Galindo. 

CUANDO LA gente se fij6 que la comida habia 
llegado, “‘estaban muy felices,’’ noté Msgr. Galindo. 
‘“‘Debo haber escuchado la palabra gracias mil veces,”’ 
dijo Msgr. Galindo. 

Los miembros del cortejo de San Diego recorrieron el 
sitio de la explosidn antes de volver a San Diego. 

E] area “‘parecia un cono de nieve al revés,’* dijo Msgr. 
Galindo. ‘“Uncono con. chozas alrededor...en el centro 
hay una chimenea con gas,’’ explicéd. Muchos de los 
muertos fueron quemados mds alla de reconocimiento y 
quedan pocas casas en el area, afiadid. 


PIERCE NOTO con tristeza que aunque la gente en la 
regibn del desastre es ‘‘extremadamente pobre por 
principio, estaban saqueadores alli.’’ Pero la gente que 
vive en esa regién no se preguntaron porqué habia dejado 
Dios que pasara este desastre, dijo Pierce. ‘‘Son tan 
pobres que lo aceptan como parte de la vida,’’ Pierce 
explicd. Sin embargo, el desastre ‘tha dado enfoque 
mundial a la pobreza de la regién,’’ comenté Pierce. 


Una Misa, celebrada el 26 de noviembre afuera'de una 
iglesia en el sitio de la explosidn, fue asistida por casi mil 
personas. La Misa fue concelebrada por el Obispo Perez 
Gil, Didcono Carl Shelton y otros dos  sacerdotes 
parroquiales, dijo Pierce. 


Esta ayuda demuestra que “‘la Iglesia estd presente por 
ese lado y este lado de la frontera,’’ dijo Msgr. Galindo. 
“Por medio de SHARE, pudimos romper los embrollos 
de la burocracia para traer ayuda’’ a los que lo 
necesitaban, afiadié Msgr. Galindo. 


“CARL SHELTON dijo que no solamente estaban 
trayendo comida pero amor’’ a la gente mexicana, dijo 


Msgr. Galindo. 


“Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe esta al lado de la gente 
mexicana. La Basilica (de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe) 
protegid a centenares de victimas’’ del desastre, explicd 
Msgr. Galindo. ‘‘La fe por Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe 
mantiene viva la fe ( catdlica) en México, dijo Msgr. 
Galindo, notando que el 12 de diciembre es la fiesta de la ' 
Patrona de las Américas. 3 


foto por David Pierce 


UNA MISA DE GRACIAS — Cerca de mil personas asistieron a una Misa afuera de una iglesia en San Juanico, 
Mexico, el 26 de noviembre. El Sefior Obispo Manuel Perez Gil, el Diacono Carl Shelton y otros dos sacerdotes 
parroquiales concelebraron la Misa para dar gracias por 95 toneladas de alimentos mandadas a las victimas de la 
explosion de gas por la Diocesis de San Diego por medio de SHARE. 


E] Cardenal Baggio sera celebrante principal de una Misa 
que comienza a las 2 de la tarde en Golden Hall del 
Community Concourse. El Sefior Obispo Emilio Berlie, de 
la diocesis de Tijuana, otros prelados visitantes y 
sacerdotes de la diocesis de San Diego estaran presentes 
para la misa. : 

Habra una recepcion y cena esa misma noche a las 6 p.m. 
con variedad por el Ballet Folklorico de Nuestra Senora de 
Guadalupe, bajo de la direccion de Josefina Romero, y el 
Ballet Folklorico Tapatio. 


EL CARDENAL Baggio presentara certificados de 
agradecimiento a dirigentes parroquiales Guadalupanos 


en nombre de la didcesis de San Diego durante la 
recepcion. 

E] publico esta invitado a participar en todas las 
actividades. Para obtener mas informacidn sobre la fiesta 
de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe, Ilamen a 574-6300. 


NATIONAL CITY — Para celebrar la fiesta de 
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe, Reina de las Américas, la 


Iglesia de Santa Maria, National City, llevard a cabo una 
Misa (en espaiiol) el 12 de diciembre a las 7 de la tarde. 
Todos estan invitados a la Misa. 
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By Michael Gallagher 


NEW YORK (NC) — I live, heaven 
help me, in a relentlessly upwardly mobile 
suburb. It’s the kind of place where 
young matrons wear gold chains with 
their velveteen running suits when they 
pick up their moppets at nursery school. 


The 9-year-old daughter of friends of 
ours — Catholics like us — was invited to 
a birthday party by one of her classmates. 
The mother of the birthday girl, our 
shocked friends later discovered, had hit 
upon the perfect way of enteraining her 
daughter’s guests. 

RATHER THAN preside over 
charades or bobbing for apples, she put a 
video cassette in the old VCR and went 
back to studying for her realtor’s exam. 


And what did she select? Flashdance. 


Old fuddy-duddy that I am, I felt 
perturbed when I heard about this. But 
now, after looking through some of the 
fare available all hours of the day as part 
of the regular cable television package, I 
guess I was too hasty in my moral 
indignation. 

WITH ITS blaring score, its 
mindlessness and _ its sexual 
suggestiveness, Flashdance was nothing 
more than a an MTV segment stretched 
to feature film length. 


MTV, or Music Television, began in 
1981 and became the salvation of the 
depressed record industry. Each segment 
is a dramatization of a song — sometimes 
with a kind of story, sometimes wholly 
impressionistic. 

What disturbs almost everybody about 
MTV, except the busy entrepreneurs 
cashing in, is the faddish sex and violence 
that permeate it. 


A MALE singer, for example, sits by 


' the edge of an empty pool at the bottom of 


which a band plays. He is flicking a knife, 
and as he flicks the knife, we get glimpses 
of a beautiful young woman changing 
into a swimsuit. The implication of 
menace is obvious. 


Sometimes the violence is not overtly 
sexual but directed against authority. Ina 
number by Twisted Sister, a domineering 
teacher succumbs to the righteous force of 
rock, 


suffering the same _ kind of 
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SHARE your 
HOLIDAY DINNER 


. Does MTV cause mind decay? 


punishment dealt out to Wyle E. Coyote 
in the Road Runner cartoons. 


Nor will our old friends, the Nazis, die 
as long as MTY lives. For Nazi garb and 
paraphernalia are big, especially in the 
not infrequent numbers where the sex is 
laced with sadomasochism. 

THE CONCEPT behind the selling of 
MTV is as disturbing as the content. The 


concept is ‘‘narrowcasting’’ — _ as 
opposed to. broadcasting. The folks 
behind MTV aren’t interested in 


everybody. Unlike network TV, they 
write off most of us. They’re aiming at 
the 12-to-34 age group. 

And the dirty little secret behind MTV 
is not sex and violence — that’s no secret, 
everybody knows about that. The secret 1s 
money. The MTV segments function as 
commercials. They sell records and video 
cassettes and all those extravagant clothes 
and artifacts. 

All these are pushed on your children 
as relentlessly as the Saturday morning 
cartoons push sugary cereals. And the 
effect on your children’s intellectual and 
moral development is just about the 
same. 

CAN I prove it? No. But only because 
it’s much easier to demonstrate tooth 
decay than mind decay. 

Anne Frank at 11 during World War II 
in the Netherlands could put her thoughts 
down on paper with grace and force. She 
could read Charles Dickens in English. 
How many of our MTV devotees even 
have heard of Dickens? How many, for 
all their verbal glibness, can write 
coherently? 

What’s to be done? 


MTV AND rock music in general hold 
such sway over many of our young people 
simply because nature abhors a vacuum. 

And how about ourselves? Is our own 
religious faith neatly compartmentalized 
— or does it extend to all phases of our 
lives? Do we ourselves, for example, go in 
for questionable entertainment on the 
score that it’s just entertainment and has 
nothing to do with our beliefs? 


If we do and if that is the example we 
give our children, we shouldn’t be too 
shocked if they do the same. 
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DISNEY FAVORITE — Jiminy Cricket, Pinocchio’s pal and conscience, urges the 
wooden boy to tell the truth as his nose grows in proportion to the lies he tells. 
Pinocchio, the popular Walt Disney animated feature, is being re-issued for the | 


holiday season. 


NBC to air program on draft 
of bishops’ economic pastoral 


Henry Herx 


NEW YORK (NC) — As part of the 
process in drafting their pastoral letter on 
economic justice, the U.S. bishops are 


SAN DIEGO — Nominations for the 
1985 Cupid Award are now being 
accepted. The award recognizes the 
television commercial which, in the 


context of selling a product or service, 
best reflects the positive values found in a 
loving, healthy marriage. Originated last 
year in San Diego, the award will be 
presented Feb. 10, the day recognized as 
World Marriage Day to honor husbands 
and wives for their love, fidelity and 


dignity. Those who nominate a 
commercial are asked to write down the 
specific name of the product or service 
advertised, a brief summary of the 
commercial and why it deserves 
consideration. Deadline for nominations 
is Jan. 3. Nominations should be sent to: 
Dave and Marilyn Fitter, 3712 
Bennington Court, Carlsbad, Calif. 
92008. 


seeking further dialogue on the issues 
addressed. One of the first forums for 
public discussion of the draft and its 
ramifications is provided by The Bishops 
and the Economy, airing Sunday, Dec. 9, 
5-6 p.m. on NBC. 


The program begins with a brief look at 
the presentation of the document to the 
American bishops at their annual general 
meeting in November. Highlights of the 
draft’s concerns, as well as representative 
reactions pro and con, are. presented. 


MODERATED BY NBC News 
correspondent Robert Abernathy, the 
panel provides an opportunity for an 
exchange of views between Archbishop 
Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee, 
chairman of the bishop’s committee 
drafting the pastoral, and Michael Joyce 
of the Lay Commission on Catholic Social — 
Teaching and the U.S. Economy, which 
issued its own statement a few days before 
the bishops did. 
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